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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT THE FDNY 15th ANNIVERSARY 9/11 MEMORIAL SERVICE AT ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Cardinal Dolan, thank you for having us here in this sacred place, this place of hope and solace. Thank you for always being a beacon to all of us in this city in our times of challenge. To stand before the men and women of the FDNY is a moving experience always. To stand before the family members of those we lost is a humbling experience always. And to the family members, so many of whom I have met and heard their stories from over the years, I can only imagine what you feel today. I know so many of you have told me the pain does not go away. This time of year is a tough time of year. I also know you tell me the stories of the joy that your loved ones gave you when they were here with us, the pride they gave you, the way everyone looked up to them because they served in the FDNY. And we carry those good and warm memories every day as well. 
 
To all the members of the FDNY here, you know that courage and duty are not just words to anyone who serves in the FDNY. They are a code of honor that you live by every single day. And you make us so proud, and you give us such a sense of gratitude as New Yorkers. We saw that code of honor in action 15 years ago – the entire world saw such bravery as that code was lived up to. So many people have gathered here because we wanted to acknowledge those heroes, and we wanted to provide our embrace for these families. I want to thank the leaders gathered here today – Commissioner Nigro, and First Deputy Commissioner Turner, Chief  Leonard – all the leaders of the FDNY, thank you. I want to express our special appreciation to Attorney General Loretta Lynch for joining us, and we appreciate the President’s letter. Thank you to leaders of government of this city – Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Public Advocate Tish James – thank you to our State Senate Majority Leader John Flannigan, and to our former Mayor David Dinkins. All of you, we thank you for your presence, and we thank the leaders of labor both local and national who have gathered here today.
 
September 11, 2001 touched every single one of us. There is no New Yorker who somehow evaded the pain of that day. We all felt it. We all were affected. Everyone felt it. Everyone suffered. But none suffered more than the FDNY. Three hundred forty-three brave men who ranged in age from 22 to 71 made the ultimate sacrifice. And I think you’ll join me in saying the salute provided in this ceremony when the flags are displayed – one flag for each man we lost – is particularly moving. And every act of commemoration is necessary because it was in fact the deadliest day in FDNY history – the day we lost the most of those who served us. And it was the deadliest day for firefighters in United States history. Many other men and women of the FDNY survived September 11 only to be afflicted by illnesses that ultimately took their lives. And many more live with illnesses to this day, and we cannot forget them. It is our responsibility in this time to serve them. 
 
None of us can forget the pain. None of us can forget the horror – the sense that we were dealing with something we had never seen before. And we relive it this time of year. It comes back in waves. But then we remember what the members of the FDNY did in the face of something that could not be imagined. They showed selflessness. They showed courage. And it starts to remind us of our faith. When we needed them most they showed us the best – the best in humanity. The FDNY is not just New York’s bravest, but the bravest in the world. And they did things that day that most of us could not fathom. They rushed to danger not from it. They carried others on their backs and never turned their backs on others. They were there for us on 9/11, and they – and generations before – have been there with us for 150 years. They are there for us today. They will be there for us tomorrow. 
 
When I think of the FDNY today, I am reminded what Pope Francis said at Ground Zero last year. He said: “Here amid pain and grief, we also have a palpable sense of the heroic goodness which people are capable of.” And because of that heroic goodness my friends, the terrorists did not prevail because we are strong, and we are unified. We feel a sense of less, but we will never ever be defeated. May the heroic goodness of the FDNY and our first responders continue to inspire us, help all of us to be better each day. And on behalf of all – and I mean all – eight and a half million New Yorkers, thank you for your service. Thank you for your sacrifice. Thank you for your courage. May God bless you all. 
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