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BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
STATED MEETING.
TuESDAY, September 21, 1897, 2 o’clock r. M.

The Board met in Room 16, City Hall.

PRESENT :
Hon. John Jeroloman, President.

John P. Windolph, Vice-President, Aldermen Nicholas T. Brown, Thomas M. Campbell,
William Clancy, Thomas Dwyer, Christian Goetz, Elias Goodman, Frank J. Goodwin, Joseph T.
Hackett, Benjumin E. Hall, Jeremiah Kennefick, Francis J. Lantry, Irederick L. Marshall,
Robert Muh, John J. Murphy, Andrew A. Noonan, John T. Oakley, John J. O’Brien, Charles A.
Parker, Rufus R. Randall, Andrew Robinson, Joseph Schilling, Henry L. School, William Tait,
Charles Wines, Colln H. Woodward, Jacob C. Wund—29.

By Alderman Goodman—

Resolved, That the minutes of September 14, 1897, be and the same are hereby amended, as
follows : That the name of Henry A. Peterson, on pages 550 and 553, be amended so as to read
Henry A. Petersen—to conform with the original resolution—and that the word ¢ affirmative,” on
the second line of page §76, be stricken out and the word ** negative’’ inserted in lieu thereof.

Which was adopted.

Alderman Goodman moved that the minules of the meeting of September 14, 1897, be
approved as amended.

Which was adopted.

MESSAGES FROM HIS HONOR THE MAYOR.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

CI1TY OF NEW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, Seplember 20, 1897. 7o the Honorable the
Board of Aldermen :

GeENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body '
permitting P. J. McGrath to keep a post in front of s premises, No.326 West street, on the ground

|
of the report of the Commissioner of Public Works that said post would constitute an illegal |
obstruction in the streets. Yours, respectfully, W. L. STRUNG, Mayor.

Resolved, That permission be and (he same is hereby given to P.J. McGrath to erect, place
and keep un iron post surmounted by a horseshoe on the sidewalk, near the curb, in front of his
premises, No. 326 West street, the work to be done at his own expense, under the direction of the
Commissioner of Public Works ; such permission to continue only during the pleasure of the |
Common Council.

Which was !aid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the Crty
RECORD.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mavor :

Crry OoF NEW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, Seplember 20, 1897. 7o the Honorable the
Board of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution permitting William Campbell
to place a platform scale in front of his premises, No. 435 East Twenty-fourth street, on the ground
of the report of the Commissioner ot Public Works that said scale would constitute an illegal
obstruction. Yours, respectfully, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That permission be and the same is hereby given to William Campbell, of No.
435 East Twenty-fourth street, to place in t"lgnt of their premises « platform scale for (ln; purpose
ot weighing commodities, the same to be fourteen feet long and eight and one-half feet wide,
said scale to be flush with the sidewalk and not to be an obstruction to pedestrians, the work
to be done at their own expense, ander the direction of the Commissioner ot Public Works ; such
permission to continue cnly during the pleasure of the Common Council.

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and publshed in full in the Ciry
RECORD.

The President laid before the Board the followinz message from his Honor the Mayor :

Crry oF NEW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, September 20, 1897. 7o the Honorable the
Boara of Aldermen . .

GENTLEMEN—I return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body per-
mitting Congregation Beth Lefilah to place transparencies, on the same ground expressed in veto
message of July 27, 1897, containing opinion of the Corporation Counsel.

Yours, respectfully, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resolved, That permission be and the same is hereby given to the Congregation Beth Tefilah
to place and keep a fransparency on the unused lamp-post on the corner of Lexington avenue and
One Hundred and Seventh street, the work to be done at their own expense, under the direction of
the Commissioner of Public Works ; such permission to continue only for two weeks from the date
of approval by lis Honor the Mayor. ) : . ! ) ) )

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the Ciry
RECORD.

The President laid before the Board the following message from his Honor the Mayor :

City oF NEW YORK—OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, September 20, 1897. 7o the Honoratle the
Board of Aldermen :

GENTLEMEN —1 return herewith, without approval, resolution of your Honorable Body
permitting Jerome A, O’Connell to place a transparency, on the same ground expressed in veto
message of July 27, 1897, containing opinion of the Corporation Counsel. )

Yours, respectfully, W. L. STRONG, Mayor.

Resclved, That permission be and the same is hereby given to Jerome A. O’Connell, Principal
of Evening School No. 83, to place and keep a transparency on the unused lamp-post on the south-
east corner of Third avenue and One Hundred and Tenth street, the work to be done at his own
expense, under the direction of the (jum\miss.oncr of Public Works ; such permission to continue
only for two weeks from September 20, 1897.

Which was laid over, ordered to be printed in the minutes and published in full in the CrTy
RECORD.

REPORTS.
NEw YORK, September 21, 1897. 70 the Honorable the Board of Aldermen :
On July 13 the following preamble and resolution and accompanying papers were referred to
the undersigned, the Committee on Public Works (see page 63) :
¢« Whereas, The description of the character of work and of thegeneral purposes of the Harlem
Young Women’s Christian Association, as given in its communication hereto attached, meets the

““ NEwW YORK, June 28, 18g7. /Fon. ELIAS GOODMAN :

My DEAR ALDERMAN— Permit me to inclose herewith the form of resolution of which I have
spoken to you heretofore in regard to the Harlem Young Women’s Christian Association, and also
a map of the architect accompanying the same, for explanation. 1 also inclose a letter I have
received from the Secretary of the Association, setting forth its religious character.  You will, of
course, understand that while the Association is religious, its benefits are to be conferred upon all
classes of those who may find its helpful influences useful.

I am hurrying away this evening to Washington, where T have to be for two or three days,
and have authorized my secretary to sign my name to this communication, Thanking you for
your kind offices in respect to this matter, I am Yours sincerely, A. P. KETCHUM,

¢ HARLEM YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSCCIATION, No. 158 EAsT ONE HUNDRED AND
TWENTY-FOURTH STREET, NEW YORK, June 7, 1897. Co/. A.P. KercuuMm, New York City :

My DEAR SirR—In reply to your inquiries regarding the specific character of our institution, I
beg leave to say —

It is dustinctly a religious organization, its aim and object being to win young women to lives
of purity and uprightness by leading them to recogmze their auty toward God and their tellow
man. The usual Sunday service consists of opening hymns, reading the Scripture, prayer, sermon
by ministers of different denominations or Gospel address by laymen, hymns, prayer service or
benediction.

A midweek service is held similar to usual one of the different churches. This consists of
Bible expositions, hymns and prayers. We have in addition devotional exercises or meetings held
in connection with the various classes and clubs almost every day. The educauonal entertamment
work, etc., carried on by the association is similar to that dons by the so-called Institutional
churches.

‘I'rusting this information will be satisfactory, I am,

Very respectfully yours, MARY McELROY.”

On August 24 the Committee was prepared to and intended to report affirmatively on the
foregoing resolution ; but on the morning of that day the following communication was handed
to the Committee by the introducer ot the subject, and in consequence our report was withheld :
¢ DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS—COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE, NO. 150 NASSAU STREET,
NEw YoRrK, August 23, 1897. Zfon.ELIAS GOODMAN, Board of Alaermen ;

DEAR Sik—Referring to your letter of the 1gth inst., in the matter of the application for a
permit to construct a vault in front of the Harlem Young Women’s Christian Association Building,
Nos. 72 and 74 West One Hundred and Twenty-fourth street, I beg to say that it will not be
necessary for you to interest yourself any further, as a permit was 1ssued on August g to construct
a vault with an area of 576 square feet in front of said building, and $1,152 was paid for the
permit, Yours respectfully,

HOWARD PAYSON WILDS, Deputy Commisgioner of Public Works,”

Since then we have learned that the amount paid was so paid under protest.

The question that now arises, in addition to the original legal question involved, is, whether the
moneys paid under protest can be returned if it shall be decided that the Association is entitled to
exemption under the law?

The Committee is so thoroughly impressed with the justice of the claim for exemption that it
feels prompted to report as originally intended, believing chat, if his Honor the Mayor will likewise
approve the recommendation, a proper and legal test can be made, the result of which will be
cheerfully accepted by all pardes in interest.

We submit the following, which is the report of the Committee as prepared for presentation
on August 24 :

We have carefully considered the question involved, and are of the conviction that the relief
sought should be granted. The law permitting an exemption from payment of ¢ places of public
worship ”” indicates very clearly that the City should exercise a spirit of liberality and charity
whenever appeal is made by those menting such consideration.

The exercises conducted at the Home of the Harlem Young Women's Christian Association
are most decidedly of a character which makes it a house of public worship. It is claimed by its
officials to be such, and the description or 1ts aim and objects and of its usual services sustain that
claim,

While it is the duty of the Department of Public Works to protect the interests of the City, and
although we commend the desire of the Commissioner to prevent, as far as possible, the evasion of
payment ol charges for vault” privileges, we cannot, iu this instance, agree with the contention that
the petitioner is nou entitled, under the law, to the exemption recommended in the resolution.

We offer the following :

Resolved, That the foregoing preamble and resolution, referred to the undersigned on July 13
last, be and the same is hereby adopted.

HENRY L. SCHOOL, CHARLES WINES, CHRISTIAN GOETZ, ROBERT MUH,
WILLIAM CLANCY.

Which was adopted.

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS.
By the Vice-President—

Resolved, That G.O. 1799, which was adopted by this Board September 14, 1897, be and
the same is hereby recalled from his Honor the Mayor.

Subsequently the paper was received from his Honor the Mayor, and is as follows :

Resolved, That all the flagging and the curb now on the sidewalks on Seventh avenue, from
Greenwich avenue to Central Park, West, be relaid and reset where necessary, and that new flag-
ging and curb be furnished where the present flagging and curb are defective, as provided by
section 321, chapter 410, Laws 1882, as amended by chapter 569, Laws 1887, under the direction
of the Commissioner of Public Works; and that the accompanying ordinance therefor be adopted.

Be 1t Ordained by the Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty of the City of New York, in Com-
mon Council convened, That all the flagging and the curb now on the sidewalks on Seventh avenue,
from Greenwich avenue to Central Park, West, be relaid and reset where necessary, and thet new
flagging and curb be furnished where the present flagging and curb are defective, as provided by
section 321, chapter 410, Laws 1882, as amunded by chapter 569, Laws 1887, under such directions
as shall be given by the Commissioner of Public Works, who may appoint an Inspector therecn,
and one of the City Surveyors.

And Whereas, The said Mayor, Aldermen and Commonalty deem it necessary, for the more
speedy execution of the said ordinance, to cause the work necessary for the purpose above specified
to be executed and done at their own expense, on account of the persons respectively upon whom

question discussed in the correspondence also kereto appended, therefore

Resolved, That permission be and the same 1s hercby given to the Hurlem Young Women’s
Christian Association to extend a vauit in front of its premises on the south side of One Hundred
and Twenty-fourth street, in the City of New York, one hundred feet westerly from the corner of
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth street and Lenox avenue, as widened, having a frontage of fifty
feeL on One Hundred and Twenty-fourth street, as shown upon the accompanying diagram, without
payment of the usual fee, provided the said Harlem Young Women’s Christian Association
stipulates with the Commissioner of Public Works to save the City harmless for any loss or damage
that may be occasioned during the progress or subsequent to the completion of the work of extend-
ing said vault, the work to be done at its own expense, under the direction of the Commissioner of
Public Works ; such permission to continue only during the pleasure of the Common Council.

¢ DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS— COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE, NO. 150 NASSAU STREET,
NEw YORK, June 22, 1897. Zon.EL1As GOODMAN, Aldermanic Chambers, City Hall :

DEeAR Sik—I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Igth inst., in relation to
the Young Women’s Christian Association of Harlem, and the builaing therefor iv course of erec-
tion, in (ront of which it is desired to construct vaults under the sidewalk ; and intimating your
purpose to introduce a resolution i the Board of Aldermen requesting the ssuance of a permit
without charge. X '

In reply thereto I would state that such action on the part of the Board of Aldermen would
be without authority, and m fact contrary to the express provisions of section 179 of the Consolida-
tion Act, reading as follows : ;

¢ Sec. 179. It shall not be lawful for the said mayor, aldern_lcn and common:_llly to make, or
cause to be made, any alteration of rates or charges affecing any item or source of the revenues of
either of the sinking funds of said city, or of the general fund which may tend to a diminution of
the receipts from such source of revenue, or either of them, except ghat it shall be lawful for said
mayor, aldermen and commonalty to exempt places of public worship from the payment of any fee
for the construction of vaults under the sidewalks or in front thereof, and all th_c revenues of said
corporation not by law otherwise specifically appropriated shall, when received ’x'nto the city
treasury, be credited to the general fund. (As amended by L. 1890, ch. 138, p. 348.)

Under this act, you observe, that only “places of public worship ”’ may be exempted from
payment of vault charges, and this term 1s necessarily given a strict construction, and is applied
only to places whose primary and essential purpose is for public worship. However strongly our
sympathies may be with the admirable work of this Association, the latter cannot be stretched to

cation, to the advantage of all interests involved.
Duncan, and subsequently with his Honor the Mayor and the Commissioner of Public Works,

the same might be assessed :

Therefore be it further Ordained, That the Board of Assessors be and they are hereby directed
to make a just and equitable assessment of the expense of conforming to the provisions of this
ordinance among the owners or occupants of all the houses and lots intended to be benefited thereby,
in proportion, as nearly as may be, to the advantages which each may be deemed to acquire.

The Vice-President moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the above resolution was
adopted.

Which was adopted.

On motion of the Vice-President, the General Order was cthen amended by striking out the
word ““West’’ and inserting in lieu thereof the word ¢ South,”” after the words ¢ Central Park.””
The General Order, as amended, was then adopted by the foliowing vote :

Affirmative—The President, the Vice-President, Aldermen Brown, Campbell, Clancy, Dwyer,

Goetz, Goodman, Goodwin, Hackett, Kennefick, Lantry, Marshall, Muh, Murphy, Noonan,

Oakley, Randall, Robinson, Schilling, School, Tait, Ware, Wines, Woodward, and Wund—-26.
REPORTS RESUMED.

New YORrK, September 21, 1897. 70 the Honorable the Board of Aldermen ;

At the last meeting of this Board, held the 14th inst., the following resolutions were adopted :

*“Whereas, It is announced that the proposed alterations of the interior of the City Hull, to

accommodaie the requirements of the new Municipal Assembly, contemplates the removal of the

City Library to the basement floor ; and

*“ Whereas, Other changes are intended which will affect the expressed desire of this Board as

to the location and surroundings of the Marnage Bureau, etc.; therefore

‘¢ Resolved, That the Committee on County Affairs be and it hereby is instructed to ascertain

what alterations and changes are actually proposed, to make effort to secure consideration of the

plans heretofore suggested by this Board as to the Library, Marriage Bureau, etc., and to report

such recommendations as the circumstances and conditions may warrant.”

Conformably with instractions, the undersigned Committee on County Affairs proceeded

without delay to examine into the proposed plans referred to in the foregoing, and learned

that it was intended to locate the City Library in the basement of the City Hall build-

ing, and that other contemplated changes were, in our opinion, susceptible of modifi-

Conference with the architect, Mr. John H.

and with the co-operation and aid of the Clerk of the Common Council, it has has been decided to

give authority for the exemption which you have in view. I remam, very truly yours,

HOWARD PAYSON WILDS, Deputy Commissioner ot Public Works.

so modify the original plars as will provide accommodation for all branches of the Municipal
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