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DE BLASIO ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCES REMOVAL OF OVER 43,000 FEET 
OF SIDEWALK SHEDDING AT NYCHA DEVELOPMENTS MAKING 

NEIGHBORHOODS SAFER & CLEANER ACROSS CITY  

  
  Over 8 miles of shedding removed under de Blasio administration  

  
NEW YORK—The de Blasio administration today announced that NYCHA has removed all 
sidewalk shedding at sites that don’t have active construction in an effort to make neighborhoods 
safer and cleaner. The de Blasio administration has removed 43,769 feet of sidewalk shedding – 
over eight miles – since the Mayor took office. For years, residents have complained about 
shedding, which obstructs visibility, creates a sense of danger, and often collects trash. The 
Mayor has remained committed to NYCHA residents throughout his career, and after hearing 
complaints about shedding firsthand from residents when he spent a night at Lincoln Houses in 
2013, he pledged to remove shedding and scaffolding that was not in use for construction safety 
purposes from NYCHA developments. A remaining 9,966 feet of sidewalk shedding is 
supporting safety at active construction sites where much-needed repairs are currently 
underway. The administration will ensure that sidewalk shedding only goes up for active 
construction and is removed as soon as construction is over.  
  
“For too long, government ignored the needs of NYCHA residents. These unnecessary sidewalk 
sheds at developments across the city were a vivid, constant reminder of this neglect,” 
said Mayor de Blasio. “We committed to removing the sidewalk sheds that weren’t under active 
construction last year, and we’ve removed over eight miles of sidewalk sheds. Now, when a 
NYCHA resident sees a sidewalk shed on their building, it will be a sign of progress – 
improvements and repairs coming to their home.” 

  
“The removal of unnecessary sidewalk shedding addresses a long-term annoyance for public 
housing residents. This common-sense change, championed by Mayor de Blasio, will help 
connect NYCHA developments with the surrounding community through limiting the placement 
of obstructive shedding and scaffolding to only those areas where construction work is being 
done,” said NYCHA Chair and CEO Shola Olatoye.  
  
“The removal of unnecessary sidewalk sheds will make NYCHA developments safer, cleaner, 
and more livable places to call home for thousands of residents. NYCHA is the cornerstone of 
affordable housing in our city and the New York City Council is proud to support New Yorkers 
in public housing with programs, services, and improvements that create access and opportunity 
for the NYCHA community,” said Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito.  
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"I commend the Mayor and NYCHA for committing to remove the sidewalk sheds, and then 
seeing it through within a matter of months,” said Council Member Richie Torres, Chair of 
the Committee on Public Housing. “The Mayor's willingness to set clear objectives for his 
administration and then hold himself accountable for achieving them is a true mark of leadership. 
Today is a good day for those of who expect greater accountability and efficacy from our 
government.  Mayor de Blasio is delivering both.” 
  
“For years, unattended sidewalk shedding has cast a dark and dangerous shadow on our city’s 
public housing. Where active repairs are in place, they are necessary safety structures that can 
give residents peace of mind. However, in the seventeen NYCHA developments in Brooklyn 
where nearly five miles of purposeless shedding needed removal, more than it would take to 
enclose the entire perimeter of Prospect Park, they were a threat to public safety and a hazard to 
basic quality of life standards. The fact that fundamental maintenance matters such as sidewalk 
sheds have gone ignored for years is unconscionable, and it speaks to the need for working hand-
in-hand with NYCHA residents to shine a light on any obstacles to brightening the lives of 
everyone in public housing. I appreciate Mayor de Blasio and NYCHA Chair Olatoye’s attention 
to this critical matter,” said Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams. 
  
“Our city has made a commitment to provide NYCHA’s 800,000 tenants with clean, safe, 
affordable housing, Maintaining safe public spaces in NYCHA developments is part of that 
commitment,” said Manhattan Borough President Gale A. Brewer. “There’s much more to 
do, but this action is a positive step toward keeping faith with our public housing residents.” 
  
“The families who rent their homes from the New York City Housing Authority have the right – 
protected under the law – to live in safety. The removal of unnecessary sheds from the sidewalks 
of NYCHA developments will improve security for residents, by allowing for the full use of 
security cameras and increasing visibility. I commend Mayor de Blasio and Chief Executive 
Officer Olatoye for the commitment to restoring these homes, which are a critical part of the 
affordable housing we have in New York City. I will continue to work with my colleagues in 
Congress and with the Department of Housing and Urban Development to secure the resources 
required to provide every family living in a NYCHA development with a safe environment,” said 
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke. 
  
“Making our streets and sidewalks a cleaner, safer and more convenient place is something all 
New Yorkers can appreciate,” said Congressman Jerrold Nadler. “I applaud Mayor de Blasio 
for his initiative to improve our City’s neighborhoods by removing thousands of feet of 
unnecessary sidewalk shedding, while also making sure that active construction sites remain safe 
for the millions of people living, working and touring here every day.” 
  
“Removing unneeded sidewalk sheds will improve our neighborhoods, making them cleaner and 
safer.  I applaud this move by NYCHA and the Mayor’s leadership in this area,” said 
Congresswoman Nydia M. Velázquez. 
  
“Shedding and scaffolding that remained at NYCHA houses no longer under construction posed 
an unnecessary risk and sent a bad message. Abandoned materials are resources not being put to 
use at other NYCHA facilities in need of repair. I commend Mayor de Blasio for taking the 



initiative and doing right by NYCHA tenants who were beginning to wonder if they too had been 
be forgotten,” said State Senator Martin Malave Dilan. 
  
“As a New Yorker and as Assembly Housing Chairman, preserving the integrity and 
sustainability of the New York City Housing Authority is of the utmost importance to me. 
NYCHA is the largest public housing authority left in the country, and its developments 
contribute to the unique culture and aesthetic of our City. Mayor de Blasio has proven himself to 
be an ardent supporter of public housing and its residents, evidenced by his administration's 
successful removal of more than eight miles of unnecessary sidewalk shedding. The removal 
promotes community and enhances safety, and New York residents are happy to see it go,” said 
Assembly Member Keith L.T. Wright. 
  
“NYCHA sheds  have been a problem for a long time. They've also been an eyesore. The sheds 
invited crime into Red Hook by providing cover to criminals, covering and hiding their actions. 
NYCHA has listened to our community complaints and I thank the agency for taking today's 
action to remove thousands of feet of material from Red Hook. My constituents will be safer and 
the quality of life will be better,” said Assistant Assembly Speaker Felix W. Ortiz. 
  
“It's great to see Mayor de Blasio fulfill his commitment to improving the safety and quality of 
life NYCHA residents.  Accomplishments like these show us that he is a Mayor who can keep 
his promises and so deserves the trust of New Yorkers.  I look forward to working with him to 
address the many other serious issues affecting the lives of NYCHA residents in my district,” 
said Assembly Member Maritza Davila. 

“Scaffolding left languishing for years is not just an eye-sore for NYCHA residents, it attracts 
rodents, trash, and can lead to a variety of other public safety, crime, and quality-of-life issues. 
Mayor De Blasio's and Chair Olatoye's effort to eliminate unnecessary scaffolding should be 
commended, and I'll work with them to reduce it even further,” said Assembly Member Robert 
Rodriguez.  

“Sidewalk shedding at NYCHA developments has long been a security concern for resident who 
live there. Last summer Mayor de Blasio committed to making these developments safer, a plan 
that included removing shedding, installing lighting, and expanding community center hours. 
The sheer amount of shedding removed affirms the Mayor's commitment he made last summer. I 
look forward to working further to create safer environments at our NYCHA facilities,” said 
Assembly Member Luis Sepulveda.  
  
“In addition to their unsightly nature, sidewalk sheds and scaffolding have long presented an 
unnecessary danger to those living in and walking by NYCHA Developments. I applaud Mayor 
De Blasio and NYCHA CEO Olatoye on this decision to increase quality of life for the residents 
of the Sheepshead/Nostrand community,” said Assembly Member Helene Weinstein. 
  
“All residents in every neighborhood deserve to have their issues addressed promptly. The 
removal of unneeded sidewalk shedding is a crucial step in improving the quality-of-life for 
those throughout our city," said Council Member Mathieu Eugene. "I commend Mayor Bill de 
Blasio for addressing this issue quickly and efficiently." 
  



"Obstructive, inactive shedding and scaffolding have been an invitation for crime and their 
removal marks a huge step of progress in our work to restore safety and dignity to NYCHA 
homes. No longer service a purpose, these structures endangered residents by casting long 
shadows and decreasing visibility. I am thankful to Mayor de Blasio for recognizing the dangers 
neglected sidewalk shedding have imposed on the community and to NYCHA CEO Shola 
Olatoye and her team for her continued commitment to improving the quality of life for all 
residents of public housing,” said Council Member Vanessa Gibson. 
  
“The safety of our communities should continue to be at the center of our government work and 
this administration’s commitment to removing unnecessary and unsafe sidewalk shedding is a 
step further in that direction. Too often, the needs of NYCHA residents do not receive the 
attention they deserve—I applaud Mayor de Blasio for helping to undo that practice. I look 
forward to working together to continue to look at—and address—the universe of concerns on 
our NYCHA sites,” said Council Member Carlos Menchaca. 
  
“For years, this sidewalk shedding stood as a blight over the heads of our neglected NYCHA 
residents causing unsafe conditions and blocking out cameras designed for crime prevention,” 
said Council Member Donovan Richards. “I applaud Mayor de Blasio for highlighting this 
often ignored issue and following up on his promise to take down these structures.” 
  
“Sometimes it's the common sense solutions that make the largest impact on our quality of life. 
These sheds should have come down a long time ago. Many thanks to the Mayor’s office for 
recognizing this and committing resources to our NYCHA residents,” said Council Member 

Peter Koo.  
  
“I appreciate the attention NYCHA has given to completing repairs so sidewalk sheds can be 
removed. Since the sheds came down at DeHostos, people no longer leave trash in random 
locations along the sidewalk. All residents feel safer and can enjoy the clear and open space in 
front of the building,” said Council Member Helen Rosenthal. “I look forward to NYCHA 
completing repairs at Amsterdam Houses, so the shedding can be removed there as well.” 
  
“We applaud Mayor de Blasio for taking the initiative to make NYCHA complexes safer and 
cleaner for its residents and neighbors. Its a very visible step that demonstrates that NYCHA 
residents are and will continue to be a priority of New York City,” said Javier H. Valdes, Co-
Executive Director of Make the Road New York. 
  
“The removal of  sidewalks scaffolding at our developments that are not part of active 
construction, is a major step towards safety, during the summer. I know I will feel safer knowing 
I can see who is around me without the scaffolding blocking my view.  I applaud Mayor de 
Blasio and the Chairwoman for their commitment to NYCHA,” said Lorraine Knox, Jefferson 
houses resident and Community Voices Heard Member Leader. 
  
  

Manhattan   Queens 



Development & 

Building # 

Sheds Removed 

(feet) 

  

Development & 

Building # 
Sheds Removed (feet) 

Clinton (2) 730   Latimer 699 

Clinton (6) 231   Redfern (1) 600 

De Hostos 320   Redfern (8) 785 

Jackie Robinson 370   TOTAL 2084 

Lincoln (11) 1074       

Lincoln (2) 1229       

Lincoln (3) 964       

Lincoln (4) 950       

Lincoln (9) 832       

St Nicholas (8) 537       

St. Nicholas (9) 360       

St. Nicholas (10) 420       

St. Nicholas (12) 276       

Washington (1) 96       

UPACA (5) 844       

TOTAL 9233       

  
  

Bronx   Brooklyn 

Development & 

Building # 

Sheds Removed 

(feet) 
  

Development & 

Building # 

Sheds Removed 

(feet) 

1925  Harrison 

Ave 
404 

  
Brevoort (13) 200 

1162 Washington 296   Brevoort (2) 144 

1471 Watson Ave 205   Brevoort (3) 168 

Butler 5 144   Brevoort (4) 215 

Butler 6 40   Brevoort(5) 264 

Forest (1) 114   Brownsville (3) 662 

Forest (7) 37   Cypress (3) 714 



Forest (4) 40   Cypress (6) 948 

Jackson 1 80   Cypress (7) 128 

Jackson 7 90   Cypress (8) 624 

McKinley (3) 88   Carey Gardens (2) 48 

McKinley (4) 136   Gravesend (10) 333 

McKinley (5) 482   Gravesend (11) 292 

Mitchel (1) 40   Gravesend (13) 186 

Melrose (6) 234   Gravesend (9) 313 

Melrose (3) 289   Gravesend (12) 195 

Melrose (5) 190   Haber (3) 388 

McKinley (7) 408   Marcy (6) 324 

Parkside (3) 36   *O'Dwyer (1) 814 

Parkside (10) 666   *O'Dwyer (2) 528 

Parkside (6) 66   *O'Dwyer (3) 512 

Parkside (9) 20   *O'Dwyer (5) 736 

Patterson (13) 591   Penn Wortman (2) 136 

Patterson (11) 479   Penn Wortman (3) 94 

Patterson (12) 1081   Red Hook West  (16) 964 

West Tremont (1) 192   Red Hook West  (24) 474 

TOTAL 6448   Red Hook West (15) 280 

      Red Hook West (17) 803 

      Red Hook West (18) 360 

      Red Hook West (19) 692 

      Red Hook West (1) 939 

      Red Hook East (11) 310 

      Red Hook East (12) 344 

      Reid Houses 416 

      Sheepshead Bay (1) 344 

      Sheepshead Bay (2) 620 

      Sheepshead Bay (3) 394 

      Sheepshead Bay (4) 368 

      Sheepshead Bay (5) 232 

      Sheepshead Bay (6) 322 

      Sheepshead Bay (7) 308 

      Sheepshead Bay (8) 176 

      Sheepshead Bay (9) 280 

      Sheepshead Bay (13) 912 



      Sheepshead Bay (14) 624 

      Sheepshead Bay (16) 164 

      Sheepshead Bay (12) 880 

      Sheepshead Bay (10) 52 

      Sheepshead Bay (11) 144 

      Sheepshead Bay (17) 240 

      Sheepshead Bay (18) 912 

      Saratoga Square (1) 527 

      Saratoga Square (2) 222 

      Surfside (2) 197 

      Surfside (4) 287 

      Surfside (5) 587 

      Tompkins (7) 242 

      Tompkins (8) 604 

      Tompkins (6) 496 

      Tilden (2) 228 

      Tilden (3) 176 

      Tilden (4) 120 

      Tilden (8) 708 

      TOTAL 25914 
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