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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AND SIGNS INTRO 2442-A ESTABLISHING THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Good afternoon, everybody. Today we hold a hearing and bill signing on two very important pieces of legislation that protect our planet and our city, and also respond to the needs of millions of New Yorkers when it comes to mental health. We have Intro 2317-A which takes a huge step forward by establishing a ban on the combustion of fossil fuels in new buildings, we’ll talk about that in a minute. But first let’s talk about Intro 2442-A to establish the Office of Community Mental Health, and this is a big step forward for this city. Ever since 2014, Chirlane and I have focused on the question of mental health, we came to realize it was the underlying reality in so many of the challenges we faced in this city. Folks with mental health challenges that weren’t getting help, weren’t getting support, and Thrive NYC revolutionized the approach to mental health and helped to destigmatize mental health and the discussion of it in this city, huge difference. But we realized we needed to go farther, create a vision of Mental Health for All, and the Mayor's Office of Community Mental Health is what's going to allow this work to deepen and reach more and more New Yorkers as a permanent office, focusing on something that used to not be talked about all, but now is talked about, is focused on because of our First Lady. Many, many things I love about my wife, but what she has done to just give people a hope that they can be seen, heard, loved, respected, reached, her work has had just the most profound impact. So, it is my pleasure now to turn to my partner in all things, the First Lady of New York City, Chirlane McCray.  
  
First Lady Chirlane McCray: Good afternoon, everyone. This is an important day for me and truly for all New Yorkers, and I wish everyone who's been a part of this could be here to celebrate. We could be together in person to celebrate, because today we solidify a path forward for working across agencies to address the mental wellbeing of all New Yorkers. Now we had a mental health crisis in our city and in our nation long before COVID-19. When we held mental health town halls during the early days of this administration, the word we heard most frequently was stigma. I could be in a Caribbean neighborhood, a Korean, Orthodox Jewish, or Dominican neighborhood and hear the same hushed confession in my community, the stigma around mental illness is the worst. With Thrive NYC, we set out to fundamentally change that culture to help New Yorkers realize it was okay to talk about their struggles, to seek help. We brought services to where people live, work, worshiping, and go to school, and for the first time brought a focus on prevention. In addition to intervention and crisis treatment, encouraging people to look at mental fitness, the same way they do physical fitness, starting at a young age. I'm proud of what we have accomplished these past eight years with education and training through mental health first aid for nearly 160,000 New Yorkers before we were stopped by the pandemic. Faith leaders, community based organizations, people inside and outside of government agencies are taking more ownership of mental health and substance misuse services in their communities. New Yorkers now have a free and easy point of access with NYC Well at 1-8-8-8-NYCWELL, a user friendly website, @mentalhealthforall.nyc.gov, and culturally responsive care with community based organizations that are on the ground helping people every day.   
  
And during this pandemic, we've used that foundation to go even further by offering support to people through check-ins, mental health check-ins at vaccination sites, in our schools. Now is the moment to cement this work, especially as we all continue to grapple with COVID and consequences of illness, chronic stress, and isolation. For example, we need to fully integrate addiction and substance misuse services with mental and physical health services. We need more peers and community health workers. We need to ensure that innovation continues, and the programs that have been launched evolve with the needs of our people, so that the whole person and community approach becomes a part of everyone's work in city government. Today's legislation is a guarantee that there is an office with the power to continue this work across agencies, and that is great news for every New Yorker. Thank you, Councilman Ayala for sponsoring this bill and being a mental health champion for New Yorkers. Thank you, Council Member Louis for your extraordinary work as Chair of the Committee on Mental Health. Thank you, Susan Herman, and for your outstanding leadership at Thrive NYC and at the new Office of Community Mental Health. And I also thank all the past members of Thrive NYC. We wouldn't be able – we wouldn't be here if it were not for all of their work. And I thank every member of the city council for their partnership for their historic efforts these past eight years and making this great day possible. Thank you everyone.  
  
Mayor: Well, thank you, Chirlane, because it couldn't have happened without you, literally, and thank you for every step along the way, believing we could do something different and better to reach New Yorkers needs. I know this is a very, very personally powerful moment for you and this great work is going to continue and deepen. I love you.   
  
First Lady McCray: Love you.  
  
Mayor: And I want to amplify what Chilrane said thanking Council Member Diana Ayala, who is a sponsor of Introduction 2442-A. Put a lot of heart and soul into this. Unfortunately, she's under the weather, she was going to be joining us, but thanks to her for her extraordinary effort. Now, as I said, in addition to this groundbreaking action on mental health, a huge new step forward to protect environment, to address the climate crisis. New York City has been leading the way. We led the way with the New York City green new deal. We led the way with our divestments of pension fund resources from fossil fuels. We led the way with our building retrofit and emissions law, we've led the way on so many other ways, but now it's time to go farther because we have to end the fossil fuel era. It's as simple as that. We have to 100 percent disconnect from fossil fuels going forward, if we're going to survive and leave a better world to the next generation. So, from now on, under this legislation, new buildings in New York City will use electricity and that will be increasingly a green electricity. This is a huge, huge step. It is going to encourage cities all over the world. When one of the biggest cities in the world acts, it helps everyone else to act. And we're able to do this because of great leadership in the City Council, and one of the people put so much energy into this and has been way ahead of the curve on the climate crisis, he's a friend, and someone I had the honor of serving on his committee years ago when I was a Council Member. He is once again the Chair of the Environmental Protection Committee in the New York City Council, Council Member Jim Gennaro.  
  
[…]  
  
Mayor: We will be friends forever. It's been a good long road and the road continues my friend, and I, you know, what do they say? It's not farewell, it's until we meet again. And this is a lovely, it really is a wonderful full circle though since you and I started out in the Council together, and this will be the last bill signing for me, this – I couldn't think of a better way to go out than this legislation that literally is New York City's contribution to saving the earth, no less than that. So you put your heart and soul into it, and you should be very proud of this. Mr. Chairman.  
  
[…]  
  
Mayor: All right, brother. Very good. Well, we're doing something good today and more to come, more to come. Thank you. Everyone a lot – obviously you could hear the passion of Chairman Jim Gennaro put a lot of heart and soul into this, the bill sponsor, I want to thank her deeply, Council Member Alicka Ampry-Samuel really helped to change history with this legislation. Her leadership was crucial and she believed we could do something very big and very important, and it's also for her a turning of the page as she leaves the City Council to become an official in the Biden administration. So, a lot of turning the page happening, well what a great way to wrap it up for all of us. Thank you to the Council Member, of course thank you to Speaker Corey Johnson, and all the members of the Council.  
  
And then – and on this legislation, I also want to say a special thank, a lot of people on the Mayor's Office worked very hard on this as well. Special, thanks to Ben Furnas, Director of the Mayor's Office of Climate and Sustainability. Thanks to my Intergovernmental Affairs Director, Lydon Sleeper, and my City Legislative Affairs Director, Jon Paul Lupo, who's about 10 feet away from me right now, did an outstanding job. This took a lot of work. This one was complex. Paul, thank you. You and all your colleagues did an amazing job. This is something to be very proud of. And then on the Community Mental Health Office, of course, as we said, Council Member Diana Ayala as a sponsor, fantastic work. Thanks to the Chair of the Committee, Council Member Farah Louis who put a lot of energy into this as well. Real thanks to Susan Herman for the great work she is now doing as Director of the Mayor's Office of Community Mental Health and all she did for Thrive, and the whole Thrive team. Chirlane and I are just tremendously thankful to you. You created something from scratch that is being emulated now all over the world. And I'll tell you, I won't tell the story again here, but I've told it several times recently of how Thrive New York City was gently borrowed by London, and they now have Thrive London and Toronto and cities all over the world borrowing from incredible ideas started here by this team. And of course, amazing coalition all across the 50 states. So great work and this is another step forward. Now we do not have anyone signed up for public testimony. So what I'm going to do is I'm going to sign now the legislation for the Office of Community Mental Health, and then in a few minutes, we're going to have a signing for the climate legislation outside on the City Hall steps, in the open air, in the climate. So that all makes sense, but right now we'll sign the legislation Intro 2442-A to create the office of community mental health.  
 
[…]  
  
We're signing with lots of pens for all the good people who made this happen, so they'll have their they're souvenir they richly deserve. And this bill is now law, and we'll see you on the steps in just a few minutes. Thank you, everyone.  
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