
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
November 18, 2015 / Calendar No. 7                                 C 150297 PQK 
IN THE MATTER OF an application submitted by the NYC Administration for Children’s 
Services, the NYC Department for the Aging, and the NYC Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services, pursuant to Section 197-c of the New York City Charter, for the 
acquisition of property located at 966-972 Fulton Street (Block 2014, Lot 26) for continued use as 
a senior center and child care center, Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 2. 
 
This application (C 150297 PQK) was filed on March 17, 2015 by the NYC Administration for 

Children’s Services (ACS), the NYC Department for the Aging (DFTA), and the NYC Department 

of Citywide Administrative Services (DCAS) for the acquisition of an approximately 44,255 gross 

square-foot privately-owned building located at 966-972 Fulton Street (Block 2014, Lot 26) for 

continued use by two community facilities, the Grace Harewood Senior Center and the Young 

Minds Daycare Center.  

 

BACKGROUND 

DCAS, ACS, and DFTA are proposing to acquire a 44,255 gross square-foot (approximately 

34,490 zoning square foot), 3-story, privately-owned building, for continued occupancy by the 

Grace Harewood Senior Center and the Young Minds Daycare Center. These facilities have been 

operated by the Fort Greene Council at this location since 1973. The continued use of these 

facilities had been previously approved by the City Planning Commission in 1994 (C 920367 

PQK).  The proposed action would facilitate a 10-year renewal of the lease.   

 

The Young Minds Daycare Center occupies approximately 16,195 square feet of interior space on 

the second and third floors of the building, and 9,765 square feet consisting of two outdoor play 

areas on the roof. The daycare center, located on the second floor, is accessible by two stairs and 

an elevator. On the second floor, the center has two classrooms used by the preschool program, 

one classroom used as a library, one classroom used as a multipurpose room, one vacant classroom, 

and a reception area, offices, and the kitchen. The second floor provides all preschool space and 

has a small roof play area. The center uses the third floor for after-school programs and has four 

classrooms and an indoor multipurpose room. The center provides a variety of activities and 

programs, which are determined by the child's age, developmental stage, and hours in day care, 

including: 

Disclaimer
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1. Meal Service: Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) provides preschool children 

with nutritionally balanced breakfast, lunch, and snack daily. 

 

2. Supervised playtime: Under the supervision of a child care worker, children are encouraged 

to become active in indoor and outdoor play activities that are appropriate to their age and 

stage of development, including music and motor skills. 

 

3. Education: The Pre-school uses the Teaching Strategies Gold Online and The Creative 

Curriculum as a guide. The program promotes developmentally appropriate practices all 

year long to enhance children's physical, cognitive, social and emotional development.  The 

Child Care Center has an open policy of ongoing communication and collaborative 

partnership with parents and the community. 

 

4. The center is licensed and subject to the established standards of ACS as well as federal, 

state, and city regulations. 

 

Young Minds Daycare Center serves up to 30 children funded by ACS. In addition, there are 5 

children in Universal Pre-K and approximately 80 children ages 5-12 in the afterschool program. 

Pre-School children, age 2-5, may attend from 8 AM to 6 PM, Monday through Friday. All children 

are taken to and from the center by their parents, allowing the parents to work, attend school, or 

acquire vocational training. The program staff at the daycare program consists of approximately 

23 professional, para-professional, and support staff. 

 

The Grace Harewood Senior Center occupies approximately 18,295 square feet within the ground 

and cellar-floors of the building. The entrance to the senior center on Fulton Street is wheelchair 

accessible. It also has an elevator accessible to the seniors, and restrooms on each floor. The first 

floor includes a dining room used for special events as well as meals, a kitchen, offices, and a 

conference room. The cellar includes a main room used for activities and overflow from the main 

dining room, a meeting room for staff and center members, a library, a room with a pool table, an 
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exercise room, a computer room, a room for sewing, drawing, painting and arts and crafts, a staff 

lounge, and a TV room. Senior center services encompass a variety of activities and programs 

which are determined by the needs of the local population, including: 

 

1. Meal Service: The center provides an average of 70 congregate lunches per day and 30 

congregate dinners per day (on Wednesday and Thursday) at no cost, but with a suggested 

contribution. Each meal is required to provide one-third of the recommended daily dietary 

allowance and to adhere to all governmental guidelines and requirements. 

 

2. Social activities:  The center offers a wide range of educational and recreational programs 

and activities for the seniors, including health promotion and nutrition education. Some 

of the recent Health Promotion and Nutrition activities offered by the center include: Line 

Dancing, Exercise and Strength Training, Zumba, Cardio, Power Stretch, Chair Fitness, 

Swing Dance, Gym, Blood Pressure Screening, Tai Chi for Arthritis, Yoga, Meditation, 

Jokercise, Stress Elimination, and Healthy Diet for a Healthy Heart. The center has also 

offered intergenerational activities including Walk-A-Thons, the Sankofa Academy 

graduation celebrations, and partnership with the Compass Charter School. 

 

3. Social services: The center provides information and assistance with social service needs, 

including applying for entitlement programs and other benefits. 

 

4. Transportation: The center provides transportation to and from the center and for trips. 

 

An average of 95 seniors attend the senior center daily, Monday to Friday between the hours of 9 

AM to 5 PM. In addition, the center is open till 7:00 on Wednesdays and Thursdays to provide 

seniors with a late meal or dinner. Approximately 10 employees staff the senior center. 

 

The subject building is located near the corner of Fulton Street and Grand Avenue, in the Clinton 

Hill neighborhood of Community District 2, Brooklyn. The site is almost entirely located within 

an R7A/C2-4 zoning district within an Inclusionary Housing Designated Area (IH).  Fulton Street 

is a local retail corridor, predominately developed with older 4-5 story attached, and newer 8-10 
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story mixed-use buildings, many with commercial uses on the ground-floor and residential uses 

on upper-floors. Directly across the street from the site, to the north, the NYC Department of 

Transportation closed a portion of Putnam Avenue to create an expanded Putnam Triangle park 

and pedestrian plaza, which will be re-designed and re-built as a permanent plaza beginning in 

2015. The immediate area also includes a number of other community facility uses, including the 

Adelphi Station of the US Post Office and the Bethel Seventh-day Adventist Church and private 

elementary school. The site is accessible from the B25 and B26 buses, which run along Fulton 

Street.  In addition, the Clinton-Washington C-train station is approximately four short-blocks to 

the west, and the Franklin Avenue C-train and Shuttle are approximately five short-blocks to the 

east. 

 

The site is also located within the Fulton Area Business (FAB) Alliance Business Improvement 

District (BID), which is responsible for providing services along this portion of the Fulton Street 

corridor. This area has seen a resurgence in retail and nightlife uses and the construction of new 

mixed use developments in the last few years, fueled in-part by the significant increases in value 

of the surrounding brownstone neighborhoods to the north and south of Fulton Street.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

The subject application (C 150297 PQK) was reviewed pursuant to the Rules of Procedure for City 

Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) Executive Order No. 91 of 1977, and the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) set forth in Volume 6 of the New York Code of 

Rules and Regulations (NYCRR), Section 617.00. The lead agency is the NYC Department of 

Citywide Administrative Services. This application was determined to be a Type II action, which 

requires no further environmental review. 

 

UNIFORM LAND USE REVIEW 

This application (C 150297 PQK) was certified as complete by the Department of City Planning 

on September 8, 2015, and was duly referred to Brooklyn Community Board 2 and to the Borough 

President, in accordance with Title 62 of the Rules of the City of New York, Section 2-02 (b). 
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Community Board Public Hearing 

In letters to the Department of City Planning dated April 24, 2015 and August 27, 2015, 

Community Board 2 requested to waive their review of this application with the expressed intent 

of expediting the execution of the new lease for this facility.  

 

Borough President Public Hearing 

This application was considered by the Borough President of Brooklyn, who held a public hearing 

on this application on October 7, 2015 and issued a recommendation to approve the application on 

October 16, 2015. The Borough President included the following recommendation as part of the 

approval: 

 
1. That Department of Citywide Administrative Services continues its negotiations with the 

landlord in order to: 
a. Secure a right for renewal of the lease for an additional 10 year term; 
b. Include a provision of the right of first refusal within the lease if the property is 

marketed for sale, and; 
c. Determine what type of building frontage improvements should be included in the 

lease, such as a new awning the length of the building, provision of street furniture 
and street plantings; items beyond the scope of the lease should be pursued through 
coordination with the Parks Department and Department of Transportation. 
 

2. That the Department of Parks and Recreation give consideration to providing tree pit 
enhancements and/or additional street trees and/or planting, and the Department of 
Transportation provide curb side seating, both in consultation with Community Board 2, 
Fulton Area Business Alliance and local elected officials. 
 

3. That the Department of Small Business Services or the Department of City Planning should 
give consideration to advancing a zoning text amendment of the Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill sections of Fulton Street in consultation with Community Board 2, Fulton Area 
Business Alliance and local elected officials. 
 

4. That the City should collaborate with the United States Postal Service to realize a state-of-
the-art postal facility while producing much needed affordable housing and/or community 
use. 

 

City Planning Commission Public Hearing 

On October 7, 2015 (Calendar No. 1), the City Planning Commission scheduled October 21, 2015 

for a public hearing on this application (C 150297 PQK). The hearing was duly held on October 

21, 2015 (Calendar No. 4). There were five speakers in favor of the application. 
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The applicant team, which included representatives from DFTA, ACS, and DCAS, spoke in favor 

or the proposal and presented the existing facilities’ conditions and programming, the terms of the 

proposed lease, and summarized improvements that have been made and are proposed to be made 

by both the landlord and City agencies prior to lease renewal. The applicant team stated that the 

facility was in a state of good repair and that they have a positive working relationship with the 

landlord who is making a good-faith effort on building repairs and lease renewal negotiations.  

 

The Executive Director of the Fort Greene Council, the facilities’ operator, spoke in favor of the 

application stating the history and breadth of the Fort Greene Council’s mission and operations, 

the need for such low-cost community facilities, especially in rapidly-changing neighborhoods 

such as Clinton Hill, and the importance of staying in this location. The Executive Director 

discussed their local hiring programs for employees, stating that most work within walking 

distance which allows them to get to the site even during storm events or public transportation 

closures.  

 

The Executive Director of the Fulton Area Business Alliance Business Improvement District spoke 

in favor of the application and described the essential services that the facilities provide for both 

senior residents and families. He also spoke about the seniors’ use of the Putnam Triangle DOT 

plaza across the street and their ongoing role in helping design the plaza and its future renovations.  

 

There were no additional speakers and the hearing was closed. 

 

CONSIDERATION 

The City Planning Commission believes that this application for the acquisition of property located 

at 966-972 Fulton Street (Block 2014, Lot 26) for continued use as a senior center and day care 

center, is appropriate. 

 

The facility has been continuously operating at this location since 1973, serving local residents by 

providing educational, recreational, and nutritional programs. The use is permitted as-of-right 
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under current zoning and the site is well situated to serve local residents, including access to public 

transportation. 

The Commission is satisfied that the facilities have been maintained in good order. The 

Commission further notes that the City agencies have developed clear scopes of work for 

improvements, and is pleased that many of the repairs have already been conducted by the landlord 

in anticipation of a lease renewal. In this regard, the Commission encourages DCAS to continue 

discussions with the landlord to determine if a term longer than 10 years is warranted. The 

Commission also supports the Borough President’s recommendation for an activated streetscape 

via programming, planting, furniture improvements, and introduction of transparency and glazing. 

RESOLUTION 

RESOLVED, by the City Planning Commission, pursuant to Sections 197-c of the New York City 

Charter that, based on the environmental determination and the consideration described in this 

report, the application submitted by the NYC Administration for Children’s Services, the NYC 

Department for the Aging, and the NYC Department of Citywide Administrative Services for the 

acquisition of property located at 966-972 Fulton Street (Block 2014, Lot 26), for continued use 

as a senior center and child care center , Borough of Brooklyn, Community District 2, is approved. 

The above resolution (C 150297 PQK), duly adopted by the City Planning Commission on 

November 18, 2015 (Calendar No. 7), is filed with the Office of the Speaker, City Council, and 

the Borough President, in accordance with the requirements of Section 197-d of the New York 

City Charter. 

CARL WEISBROD, Chairman 
KENNETH J. KNUCKLES, Esq., Vice Chairman 
RAYANN BESSER, IRWIN G. CANTOR, P.E., ALFRED C. CERULLO, III, 
MICHELLE R. DE LA UZ,  RICHARD W. EADDY 
CHERYL COHEN EFFRON, ANNA HAYES LEVIN, 
ORLANDO MARIN, LARISA ORTIZ, Commissioners 
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