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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO ANNOUNCES $750K INVESTMENT TO TACKLE RAT HOT SPOTS ON THE UPPER WEST SIDE
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Tali, thank you so much. I really want to thank you because the incredible work you’ve done and so many other parents have done for this playground. And you were telling me the history, that this really was begun by parents and neighborhood residents who saw years ago parks that weren’t getting enough support, and in the best sense took matters into their own hands and through citizen action established this gem of a park. And I really, really admire that and the work that folks did in some real tough times has yielded all of this just beautiful, beautiful space now. So, Tali, let’s give Tali a big round of applause to thank her for all she’s done.
 
[Applause]
 
I really also appreciate the point that Tali made about the challenges that people have faced and the things we have to do differently to address them. I want to speak to that and acknowledge some of the folks who are here, but before I do, I want to just speak to the tragedy we had yesterday in the Bronx in one of our schools. And for all parents this was a very – and all New Yorkers a very painful moment to watch. We lost a young man, another young man is in the hospital and the assailant is also going to be someone whose life is going to be ruined in so many ways and it’s a horrible, horrible situation. And parents everywhere, the first thing we care about is that our kids are safe. And I want to us all to take a moment to recognize the pain that some families are going through right now and in memory of the student we lost. I’d like to ask for a moment of silence.
 
Thank you very much.
 
You know the – the challenges that we faced in this city over years making our communities work for our families, our parents, our children. As I said this is an example right here. A place that today looks beautiful and inviting and is safe. Well some years ago you wouldn’t have said this about this park right here. And again it took a lot of hard work including from so many parents who volunteered their time. And so many people in City government who recognized that something better had to happen and devoted themselves to it.
 
I’d like to thank some of the folks who are a part of this generation of government officials who believe that we always have to do better. Including with us today, Caroline Bragdon the Director of Neighborhood Interventions – this is a great title, Director of Neighborhood Interventions, Pest Control Services, Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. Thank you Caroline.
 
[Applause]
 
Your biggest fan is here. Liam Kavanagh, First Deputy Commissioner for Parks, thanks so much.
 
[Applause]
 
And the Chief Administrative Officer at City Hall, Laura Anglin, thanks for your good work on this plan as well.
 
[Applause]
 
So, as a city we unfortunately for a long, long time, we’ve been associated with rats and as New Yorkers we really, really don’t like rats. It’s one of the things people think of unfortunately when they think about this city and it’s an association we don’t want anyone. And we’d love to get to the day when rats are not part of our lives anymore. But we know how tough it is to fight rats and we know it’ll be a long time before we eradicate them totally. But we also know we can do a lot better. And what is unacceptable is to have the quality of life of people in our neighborhoods undermined by rats. Whenever there’s something we can do about it, we have to use every tool at our disposal. You know families come here and they want to just have a quiet, stress-free moment away from all the intensity of our city. This is a place everyone would like to be a refuge and an oasis. The last thing you need is to see a group of rats suddenly scurry into the picture. And I understand how upsetting that is to people. I understand how unnerving that is and obviously unhealthy. And parents, in particular, should never have to worry about rats ending up in the same sandbox as their children. That is particularly unacceptable.
 
So, today we’re announcing a plan. It is targeted, it will move very quickly to address the rat problem here in this community. And we are going to focus on eight parks and playgrounds and four schools as well. And obviously right here, this will be one of the key locations. Our goal is to beat back the rats and make these places safe and clean for everyone who uses them. They deserve it, you deserve it, and all the folks of the community deserve it. Now what we’ve learned, and again I thank my colleagues and Laura Anglin has led the charge on a lot of our citywide plans, and what we have learned is this is a tough enemy. And to get at rats you cannot attract – you can’t deal with this problem superficially, you have to go at the root cause. You have to make it really hard for rats to live here and that will make our city more livable for the rest of us.
 
So here’s the bottom line, rats need food. If they don’t have food they don’t hang around. And they stay in one very small area. And if there is a food supply they continue to harass everyone around. And if there is no food supply, they’re gone.
 
So these are some of the steps we’re going to take immediately. The Parks Enforcement Patrols will start daily patrols in targeted areas and we will add additional personnel to help keep parks clean. So we’ll be very focused on the areas where there have been problems. We’ll invest in better, rat-proof trash cans. And we will be purchasing better food storage equipment for schools because some of this problem comes from the garbage the comes from schools. And we want to make sure that that is handled properly. The plan will start immediately and you’ll start to see some of the impact of it immediately. And all elements of this plan will be in place in the next six months or so.
 
Taken together, you’re going to see a difference as we proceed week after week so that families, parents, children will not have to deal with rats the way they have in the past. We want a cleaner community. We want a healthier community. Tali is right, we’ve heard the complains, we’ve heard the pleas for help. People have been right in this community that we could do better. I’m here to say that help is on the way and you’re going to start to see the results of it very, very soon. 
 
And I have to say since it is City Hall in Your Borough week and we have focused all week on Manhattan, the Borough President has pushed hard on this issue and a long list of other issues. And I know that she is particularly passionate about her home neighborhood, loves all of her neighborhoods, but a special love for her home neighborhood right here. So it’s my great pleasure to present the Borough President of Manhattan Gale Brewer.
 
[Applause]
 
Borough President Gale Brewer: Thank you very much, Mr. Mayor. And I am always glad to see Tali, and her fellow parents and West-Siders who make this park so beautiful. I think [inaudible] it’s always been a place of activity. And I also, again, would like to thank John Herald, who runs Riverside Park. 

Caroline is a hero. She got the Sloan Award a few years ago, because – I learned from her that, what you just said, Mr. Mayor – if you have food, rats will come. And the question is, how do we get rid of all of the mesh baskets? How do we end up with rat-proof trash receptacles? And how – adults and children, do we make sure we use them? How do we get educated on that? And it’s a school issue, it’s a park issue, and it’s a New Yorker issue. 

I learned everything from her. We used to go block by block, working on organics, working on recycling, working on rat-proofing, and figuring out what – it’s not magic, it’s not even rocket science – there’s no food, no rats. And so, it’s very exciting to be able to work with the Parks Department and with the Department of Health where Caroline works, and all the parents and New Yorkers to see that Riverside Park, and the other places that you are designating, will be the good pilots to see if this, in fact, works, because you can’t then put your garbage in some place that isn’t in the receptacle that is rat-proof. And so, that’s the message I think that we all want to say. We’re always going to have the rats, we just don’t want to see them, and we don’t want them to be with children, and we don’t want them to be in our parks, and we don’t want them to be near out schools – and we can beat them. 

Thank you very much. 

[Applause]

Mayor: Gale Brewer really doesn’t like rats. 

Unknown: [Inaudible] headlines –

Mayor: Yeah, that’s the headline – Gale Brewer really, really doesn’t like rats. We commend you for it. Next, also a strong, strong advocate on this issue – and I want to say to Council member Helen Rosenthal has put her money where her mouth is. She has made a major investment in 22 of the new big belly trash cans. And these really are the solution. We unveiled them as part of our city-wide strategy a few months back, and we went through all of the mechanical dynamics of these trash cans – and yes, rats are clever, but there is no rat clever enough to get inside of one of these trash cans. So, the big bellies are the way to go. Council member, thank you for the big investment you’ve made for them here in the community. 

It’s my pleasure to welcome Council member Helen Rosenthal. 

[…]


I appreciate all the praise for Caroline. I think, Caroline, it’s fair to say you make rats very nervous. That’s a compliment. 

Finally, I wanted you to hear from the Assembly member who has advocated on this issue, and, obviously, does so much to support the community’s needs in Albany. 

Assembly member Linda Rosenthal –

[…]

Well, everyone, I just wanted to say thank you to everybody. This – again, this is something that has been needed for a long time. It’s going to happen. It’s going to happen quickly, and we want to keep hearing from parents and community members who are pushing us to get things like this done. We want to do everything we can to make sure that these parks are living up to their full potential. And again, thank you to you and so many others who made this park what it is today, and we’re here to make it even greater with you. 

Thanks, everyone. 
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