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Contest Name: TrashMasters! Reduce and Reuse Challenge
School Number: P.S. 22

School Name: The Graniteville School

District: 31 Borough: Staten Island

Grade Division: Elementary

School Address: 1860 Forest Avenue Staten Island, NY 10303
Phone: 718-761-6986
Fax: 718- 815-3104

Email: teri@galexo.com

Principal: Karina Costantino

Contest Coordinator: Teresa Caliari
Names of participating students, classes and staff:

All the P.S. 22 community participated in this project as well as the deli across
the street.

The following students made signs and collected and sorted the bottle caps:
Amada Delacruz 3-200

KeriAnn Eng 3-205

Ayza Hayat 3-205

Michael Leckow 2-211

Arlinda lela 3-200

Samantha Ong 3-205

Eddie Miranda 3-200

Jerry Rebollar 3-205

The following classes are participating in the letter exchange program:
Mrs. Costantino and Class 4-A225

Ms. Nigro and Class 4-A217

Ms. Simpson and Class 3-A212



This project was designed to show that P.S. 22 is the “tops” in reducing
and reusing in the city. Several options were discussed but it was decided
to go with two different efforts. Though bottles can be recycled the tops
need to be removed first and so become part of the regular garbage. We
would reuse these tops and thus reduce the amount of waste the P.S. 22
community produces. The first was a short term collection that would
help a facility that we work with here on Staten Island -Blue Heron Parl .
In their newsletter they requested large laundry caps for use as paint
holders for art projects they do with visiting students. So we made an
appeal over the loud speaker and in the PTA newsletter and received 50
laundry caps which we brought to Blue Heron Park when P.S. 22 visited on
March 28.

The other part of the project is ongoing and will continue until the end of
April. In November Tina Carr, owner of Gomi USA was contacted. Gomiis a
Japanese word for trash and Gomi USA is an East Village boutique that
specializes in postconsumer products. After discussing several options It
was decided that collecting bottle caps would be the perfect item for the
students to collect. The bottle caps are made into bags by a family-run
labor cooperative in Zimbabwe. So the possibilities existed for making this
a cultural experience as well as to provide a lesson in reusing. A letter-
writing exchange would be set up between a school in Zimbabwe and P.S.
22 as well as the bottle cap collection.

A letter was drafted that was sent to all students’ homes explaining the
campaign. Several pieces have appeared in the PTA newsletter, a box was
set up in the deli across the street and students made signs on old
cardboard boxes telling everyone to save their Snapple-sized bottle caps
that were posted around the school. A graph was made to monitor our
progress.

As of April 1 we have collected over 1500 bottle caps which in volume
equals about the size of a very full very large shopping bag. This far
exceeded Ms. Carr's expectations. In May the students will present her
with the sorted caps as part of a program P.S. 22 holds each year in
which we honor our efforts to give back to the community.

The letter-writing aspect has met some obstacles but contact has finally
been made and it is expected that this part of the program will begin
when we return from spring break. Three classes have expressed an



interest in linking with a school in Zimbabwe thereby providing a real life
dimension to what might otherwise be a textbook geography lesson.

Through this project the students met the following standards:

English Language Arts:

E3b. Participate in group meetings

E3c. Prepare and deliver an individual presentation

E4a. Demonstrate a basic understanding of the rules of the English
language in written and oral work

E4b. Analyze and subsequently revise work to improve its clarity and
effectiveness

Mathematics:

M2i. Select and use units for estimating and measuring quantities

M4a. Collect and organize data

M4b. Display data

M7d. Consider purpose and audience when communicating about
mathematics

Applied Learning:

Alc. Plan and organize an activity

A2b. Compose and send correspondence

A4b. Keep records of work activities in an arderly manner
Ab5a. Work with others to complete a task.

Ab5c. Respond to a request from a client



Photigraphs by Meg Henson
for The Mew York Times

REPROCESSING

One Man's
Trashls
Another Man’s g
Purchase = j

Gomiisa Japanese word for trash: An East Vil-
lage boutique called Gomi USA specializes in
postconsumer producis. 1t selis a 500 berch
made from used snowbeards that, by keeping the
material fronrgoing into the Lrash, “saved 117.84
Eilowatt-hours of energy, 32.38 gallons of oil, 4258
gallons of water, 2.7 cubic fest of air pollution and
13 cubic vards of 1andfill,” said Tina Carr, above,
an owner. A 328 clock was a New York taxi me-
dallion, and a $50 basket, top, reuses 252 bottle
caps. Doormats recyele rubber scraps from a
flip-fiop factory. This vear, the shop plans to sell
$9 spiral-bound sketchbooks with blank pages of
recycled-denim paper. Gomils at 443 East Sixth
Sireel] gominyC.com. CRAIG KELLOGG

|Eear People-

iureaﬂa 5;:3" article about your store in the NY
vould it be possible for our school to-coflect some ma
:rcrurf in the article was a botle cap i
Would b= interested in hadping in anvwa
b o g ¥ We could,

Sincersty,

G FOMWaa | & celete |, @ b

Teresa Cafiar
P.5, 22
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From : gomime@jung.com
To : olyas2000@hotmail.com
Subject ; Re: Recycling
Date : Thu, 13 Nov 2003 21:16:58 GMT

Dear Teresa,

Thank you s much for your emalil and I'm sorry about the rESponse
think the prO}acl_: sounds like a greas idea, and I?IF:"raaz:l;uaH:.r rhinﬁeﬂlffm:e .
bottiecaps may be the perfect item for your kids to coflect, The bags are
actuzlly mage In Zimbabwe by a family-run labar cooperative, ang so the
Possibilites for making this both 2 cultural experience, as wall as provide z

great E_;mn In recycling, is fantastic. 1 just spoke with Bob, who is

fesponsible for bringing the bottlecap bags over, and he said that if there was

interest he could help set up lettenyrit excha
in Zimbatwe and PS 27 o TR huneia schoo) or s,

TRank you again for Your emall - and T baok forwa alki
; I rd to talking to your. T can be
reached ar the store betwesn I-8 tomormow and Sunday - or oy email,

Best. Ting

Debating Options

ut =

S - | =
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Wednesday, December 3, 2003 5113 AM

vr T
Fram : <gominycidiung.cams
Sent !

Tt oiyas2 00 hotmail.com
Subject Re: Recycling

Dear Teri, Sorry again for the delay. So, let's go ahesd with the Snappie lids -

and other metal lids of the same

diameter if there are any. Unfortunately, I

found out that the can tabs won't work, The coempany has a participating group af
restaurants here and in Brazil that save the can tabs a5 2oon as they pop them

off the cans beczusa they need them to

be pretty scuff-frée. T was slso thinking

that the little piece of metal that connects the &b to the can is pretty sharp,
and so it might 2iso be a good idea to avoid them for that reason. Bobowes me a

phone call and I am reluctant to chase him down because of his Family issues
right now, so I haven't talked to him again about the exchange part of the

project - but I'm assuming that he's st
me know what you think. Best, Tina

enthusiastoc about it - a5 am I, Let



P.S5. 22 1860 FOREST AVENUE STATEN ISLAND, NEW YORK 10303

Januaxj,_r 6. 2004
Dear P.8. 22 Community,

It’s Trashmasters’ Challenge time again. As you may know P.8. 22 has
won this contest sponsored by the NYC Dept. of Sanitation three years in
a row! This is only possible because of the great team effort put in by all
involved. :

Qur first item for recycling will be the bottle caps found on 16 oz. bottles
of Snapple and similarly sized beverages. These bottle caps will be made
into bags of varyving sizes by Tauro Wire Works, a family-run cooperative
in Zimbabwe. By collecting these bottle caps we will not only be stopping
them from being added to our garbage but we will be supporting
economic empowerment, sustainable development and cross cultural
awareness.

So start bringing in those cleaned bottle caps now as we strive to meet
and beat the Trashmasters’ Challenge once again.

Thanks as always for your help.

SiI}cerel}*,

Ms. T. Caliari
Trashmasters' Co-ordinator
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=S cozme craftz

handmade in zimbabwe

Wire ond metal sculptures by Tauro
Wire Works - a family-run co-operative
who make beautiful sculptures and unigue
bogs using recycled wire, metal and
bottle tops. The Africon animal
sculptures of capture the spirit of the
continents wildlife and feature

hig
&

UL UL
A

| -

i e Eal '&:4;
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top. bags make a unigue African fashicn | Eesass
statement. | ,*:.__‘. =YF T =¥

Well hangings, cloth appligues and e
parntings by the Weyo Womon's Group: - one
of Zimbabwe's oldest and most successful
woman's co-operatives. Each piece is'a
unique work of art that reflects the real
lives of Zimbabweon women and comes with
a hand written note that tells the story
of the piece.
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=  ANNOUNCEMENTS

Lunch Money

Luneh collectad  om
Tuesday For the month of February,
it iz ag folows
2/3 & 2/24-

Full -$15.00

Reduced “§2.50
Milk ~ 8250

money g

BEOXTOPS 4 EDUCATION
Congratulations to class SA-128 on
winning the Dec. Pisza Party. COnr
next comtest ends on Februarg 27.
Collect the boxtopz and send them
intn your child's teacher in an
envelope with the teacher's name
and clase number on them. They will
then be sent to the PTA in room 104
Wha will win the pisza party?

No Parking!
wePlease do not park in the small
parking lots across from the achaool
on evenings when there are gvents
held at the school These small
businesses loge customers when
there i nio parking available. They
will b forced 1o call towing compa-
nies and tow care that are parked
flegally. Thank you for your atten-

tinn to thiz matter.

Congranilations to Mr. Knight on the
birth of hie son Dylan on January 28,

Parents As Art Partners
PS 22 has been awarded a
Parents as Art Partners grant
from the Center for Aris
Education again this year. The

PTA Meeting firet event is on March 28th .
Join ue at our General PTA meeting We will be visiting Blue Heron
FPebruary 10, 2004 & 7:30pm. Doors Park. On April 24th, it's a trip to
open at 7:00pn, enter at exit 6 on Alice Austin House. May 15th
Sanders Street trip is to Clay Pit Ponds and June
12th Wole's Pond Park. Mark
your calendar now ag you won't

want to miss thege exciting
happenings, Look for your invi-
we get closer to the actual dates.
The PTA ie happy to sponsar it's —==e~=wwomsmmmemEssmmmmmmEmes
annual Family Valentine's Dance. Per
Tickete are $5.00 and go on sale

Monday, February 9. Everyane in Thank you to the entire P.S. 22
attendance maust have a ticket community for your tremendous
Tickets are sold on a first come first response to our recemt Penny

service basie and they are limited Harvest As a result of your
Mo tickete will be sold at the door collected

s S S R TR §2000.00. The children on our

Yearbook Ads _ Roundtable will decide how to
The Sth grade yearbook committee lictribute these funds.

ie working hard on producing & o | i o

Valentine's Dance

generosity we

Traghmaster Challenge

We are still collecting Snapple
; | caps, please help us mest the
" Trashmacter Challenge! We are
also collecting the caps from the
. large detergent bottles.




Lunch Money
Iﬂnwhmanegismllectademrgﬂ&m
Tuesday, Fm&nenxm&nfﬁmh 2 Join us a
ag follows 3/9 & 3/23

Full 81500
Reduced ~$250
Milk - $2.50

T e e e e e e e e

BOXTOPS 4 EDUCATION
Our second contest ended ol
February 28 We had 2 very good
responee and will let you know
shorlly who won the pissa party,
Evmﬂumjghmmnmgtgmmm

- ing and X MamhID—Ehﬂt?mﬁmRafum
mestng at

ﬂwtnhmﬂ:el’fﬁ;hm-:unlﬂli.

——

Trash Macters

We are otill collecting Snapple Bottle |
caps Pleage gave any cape and send

Parents As Art Partners
The first workshop will be on
March 28th We will be visiting
Blue Heron Park Purther informa-
tion will follow.

ERe o )
March 18-Evening Pare
Teacher Conferences

PTA Meeting

Dates to Remember

t our General PTA meeting |
March 9, 2004 @ 7:30pm Doore
open at 7:00pm, enter at axit & on
Sanderg Street.

qﬂﬂhnul—nulr"un—"m-hun—-rm-u—

READE M AnsEmie s

Operation Comfort

Class 2A-212 has been involved

soldiers at Waker Reed Army
Medical Center. The students
write letters and cards ac well ag
collect donations and/or pur-
chase needed items for the
wounded.

The students of class 3A-212
subm‘:ttadpersuaﬁvemagsm
‘Cmnn'mCe:ﬂstmgHarmt'
and because of their efforts:
*Operation Comfort" wase
awarded a grant of $450.00 to
purchase additional supplies for
the troops at Walter Reed.

haddiﬁmtu‘ﬂ:tis.thepmducem
of the PBS children's show 200M
will be coming to 3A-21Z on
Mﬂ:‘:‘hﬂtﬂﬁhnth&ﬂ'h!d&:ﬁgin
ﬂaeclmaswellastushopfm
the supplies at Shop Rite.

Shop Rite loved the idea of
to donate $300.00 to the cause.
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olyas2000@hotmail.osm

From : Bob Coen <bobcoen@eartnlink.net>

Sent: Thursday, Aprl 1, 2004 10:33 AM
To: Ter Clya <ohas2000Zhatmail.com:
cC: sgominyc@junc.com:

Subject : Re: Zimbabwe school exchange update

Ten

Some progress today atthough T sxill wasn't abie to ger thraugh 1o Mbizi
Primary School.

Mr. Magfuma at the nearby high schoot was most helpful again this moming,
giving me the address as weall &5 2 fax number for Miizi and offering to
personglly pass on @ message to the headmaster Jophert Zomuya this evening.

1wt b Faxing foghert an introductony ketter ter togay and wilt try
c2fling him at Lam which will be 8am over there,

In the meantime I think you should go ahaad and get your latter out to him
-and you may want o also fax through a copy. His detalls are:

Jophert Zomuya - Headmaster
Mbizi Primary School

P.0: Bo HD1E

Highfieid

Harare

Zimbabwe

Tl (011) 2634562305
Fax: oo High Glen District (011) 263-3-661819

TH give you apother update tomorrow, IF you have any qusstions please
dont hesitate to il me-on my cell 17 252-3805,

Fhest _
COIMO CRAFTZ
Handmade In Zimbabwe

E-mail: bob@cozmocraftz.com
Website: http:/ 'www.cormocrafiz oom
Tek 718 855-3084

Fax: 718 638-2131

Address: 10 Jay Street, Sulte 204,
Dumno, Brooklyn, MY 11201

on 3/31/04 10:41, Bob Coen at bobcoen@earthiink.nigt wrate:

> Mt Teri

>

= It looks: llke we're almost there - | finally got through to the nearby high

> schodl this morning and they gave me the nght contact number for our school,
& All phone numbers. In the area have been changed and its been a nightmare

= gethng through to Zimbabwe to find the naw one. Lalsn hag the name of the
> schadt wrong which did nol help matters. - its MBizi Primary (zebra in the

* jocal Shona language) not Highfslds Primary, although 1t 1s In Highfields.

=

> Bacause Zmbabwe is 7 hours ahead of us, no-0ne was in the office when T tried
> calfing a few minutes ago. T will try-again in the morning.

=

> The good news is that it looks like my okt fiend Jophert Zomuya s still

= headmaster. )

>

Frinted: Thursday, April 1, 2004 7:28 PM

Tt Ve 1 ol e et e PO N e 1A Lk e R e T e 3 U H R R A SR - | Ao s dedere s A o -

Page | af 3
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= Hope to have concrete detzils for you tomorrow - do not despair:
2

> Best. Bob

>

> COZIMO CRAFTZ

> Handmade in Zimbabwe

-3

> E-mail: bob@cozmoeraftr.com

> Websita: htq::,f,-'wm-.',mzmacrah.com
> Tel: 718 B55-3084

> Fax: 718 636-2131

> Address: 1D day Street, Sipte 204, Dumbag,
> Brooklyn, NY 11201

b=
=
5
o>
* 00 3/30/04 8:59, Ter Olya 3t 025 2000@ hotrmail.com wrote:
=

g
>

=T

e

> Dear Bop,

S )

2= L know you are doing your best byt IF 1 don't get an address

*> in the rext couple of days T won't be ahle to et any ietters off befars tha
*= deadline.

>= Zchool breaks this Friday and doesn't FELUMm untif the 1498,

== Thanks for all your efforts,

== We have over 1500 bottle caqs dlready!

i

x> Ten

B

-

o

e

e

-

=
2
S
i
g

= Egt:Date: Fi, 05 Mar 2004 13-41;74 -0500

x> Bt

== &gt:Dear Tina &amp; Ten

=> Bty

> Bgrt:l wanted to Oive you an update an Hie progress I'm Making m

== Impementing

>> Bgtithe wonderful idea to bring scheed chilgren in New York and Zimbabwe
*> &ot'together through a recycled Creft exchange project,

== &gl

2> Bgt:The schoal in Zimbabwe that T'm rying to get involved s Highfiedds

>> Primary

> BgbSchoal in the Fapital Harare, This s an inner city school whose ¥oung
=> angd

= Egtdynamiic Neadmaster has worked Wit me on other projects, 1 think this
== srhoo!

=> Batwould be a perfect march 2nd I'm eartain that the teachiers and students
== Egtwould all be delighted o PArLinate in this kind of disiogue with

> their

== Bglioeers in America,

== Bgt

=> Bat;Tve been having some difficuity in =stablshing contact with Zimbatwe
== bt

>> Bgtiam cantinuing on VBHOUS fronts and anm confidant that within the next

AT 730

| —

o




-

»x few

+> Sgt;weeks we'll be in a position t put the schools in direct contact with
»> Rgt;each-other.

>> Bt

> &g will gek back to you with more details as soon as possible.
> By

>> Bagt;Regards,

»> Rgt-COZMO CRAFTZ

3> Bgt:Handmade in Fimbatwe

>z &gt',

»» Rgt;E-maik: babdeozmocrafie.com

> Rglwebsite; http:/ fwww.cozmocrsfz.oom

>3 fagt-Tek 718 855-3084

>o RobFax: 716 638-2131

>> RguAddress: 10 Jay Street, Suice 204, Dumic,

o Bgt:Brooklyn, NY 11201

== &ob

== Bt

»> Bgt;

>>&gl;

»> &gl

>> &gl

»= Bgh

¥

b

>> FREE pag-ug blocking with the new M5N Toolhar — get it now!
> hm:a'moibar,msn.mmigomnrrﬂﬂzm-iESave,fcilre:ct!le
el
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P.S. 22
: 1860 Forest Avenue
M Staten Island, New York 10303

Mr. Jophert Zomuya
Mbizi Primary School
P.O. Box HD18
Highfield

Harare

Zimbabwe

April 1, 2004
Dear Mr. Zomuya,

Greetings from Primary School 22 in Staten Island. We are located in one of the
boroughs of New York City and are a large, 1300 student, facility with children in
pre-kindergarten through fifth grade. We have been made aware of your school
through Mr. Bab Coen and would like ta bagin an excnange of letters between
our students and vours. We believe that this would be an invaluable learning
experience putting an added dimension of reality to what might otherwise be =
textbook geography lesson,

There are teachers in the third and fourth grade that are interested in this
exchange. We are eager to hear from you if there are teachers in your school
that would like to participate.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

7 ]

_.,-.._ ~ P ,':-".'
seBlitde Caligin
Teresa Caliari

Science Teacher

Telephone: (718) 442-221g school
Fax: (718) 815-3104 school

Fax: (718) 698-7240 home
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