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Mayor Bill de Blasio: I want to celebrate your victory, because it’s a victory of the people, it’s a victory of community that stood together for positive change. But I also want to say, I alway give credit to someone like Ward, who thanks everyone else. Let’s thank Ward.

[Applause]

I want to thank the community activists, the devoted friends and neighbors of this park, the people who believed and would not let this go. This is how it’s supposed to be – a community standing up in unison for what it needs. I want to thank everyone in this room and all the people who couldn’t be here. This is your victory.

I want to thank the elected officials. I have to tell you, they are absolutely living up to the hype here, because they worked it – they worked it.

[Applause]

I could not be in their presence without them bringing up Bushwick Inlet Park.

[Laughter]

I’d be like, nice day we’re having. They’d say, Bushwick Inlet Park.

[Laughter]

I’d say, can you believe those Mets? They’d say, Bushwick Inlet Park. 

[Laugher]

I kind of got the message. But thank you to all of them because they’ve really focused and they really showed me what a priority it was for them and for the community. 

I want to thank all of the community organizations for making this a priority and for organizing people. [Inaudible] example of persistence. Persistence is needed whenever you’re going to make change in this world and you guys showed it. Almost 10 years – and not letting government break a promise. Part of what causes so much real and honest angst in this city is promises made over the years by a government that were not kept. And what you did is powerful for the people of this community, but for the City as a whole, because you said we’ve got to stop that, we’ve got to create an environment where a promise made to the community must be kept. It’s the only way forward. It’s the only way we can all have that common bond. 

So, this is something very good for this neighborhood, but it’s something bigger than that. And the more I heard, the more I felt committed. It was not easy. Everyone knows that getting this last piece done wasn’t easy. It was not cheap – let me be clear. 

[Laughter]

But the more I heard about how hard the community fought for fairness a decade ago, and how important it was to show that that struggle will be honored, and that we would keep promises and then follow through. And now, when it comes to following through, it’s great to have bought the land, it’s great to have the potential of a beautiful 25-acre park.

Unknown: 27.

Mayor: I’m sorry, 27-acre park.

[Laughter]

But let’s take a moment to appreciate the people who will make that 27-acre park come to life. I want to thank Parks Commissioner Mitch Silver, and [inaudible].

[Applause]

And Mitch is someone who fundamentally believes in listening to communities and creating parks that really respond to the needs of communities. And we’re going to do out best to take the ideas of this community and put them into action and create something people are going to enjoy for decades to come.

Unknown: [Inaudible]

Mayor: Across generation – I agree. But I want you to know this is a very hardworking man. He’s covering the entire City of New York, so give him your support, give him your ideas, help him get the job done so everyone –

[Applause]

I finally want to say – look, this is very moving to me. The City’s changing and there are a lot of different responses to change. Change is always challenging for human beings, right? It’s just the way we’re wired. We try and make sense of it. At the same time, we yearn for community, we yearn for things that have known, we yearn for traditions, and that’s as it should be. Somehow, in the midst of change, we try and find some things to grab onto and make good and keep going. 

What I am so moved by here is that people believe in this place. There’s never a question – they love their community, they want to make it work for the long haul, they understood that change was happening, but they have to make a good change – a change for everyone, not just the few. And this is what I find to powerful about this victorious struggle you just went through. It was about renouncing the notion that the only people who would benefit were those most privileged – those who could afford their luxury real estate on the waterfront. You turned that equation on its head. You said this waterfront is for the people.

[Applause]

I’m proud to say, we had a strong affinity at City Hall for that worldview. We believe – even in the midst of change, even in the midst of development – it must be equitable, it must be of, and by, and for the people. That’s what the government is here to ensure.

[Applause]

And so, I am encouraged. I understand that fighting for something for 10 years is not easy. I’ve been in those 10-year struggles. 

Eric, have you been in some of those 10-year struggles? 

[Laughter]

I think Eric’s been in even longer ones. 

[Laughter] 

But I also know that every time you win it helps people believe. It helps them get ready for the next thing that we have to get right. It helps create the notion this really can be a city for everyone. We’ve never seen a moment like this. The fight you’ve fought over the last 10 years was particularly powerful because we never experienced anything like this in our entire previous history. Look what this waterfront was for a long time – it wasn’t a place people were flocking to. Look – what so many neighborhoods were, unfortunately, for decades – places struggling. And then, the City turned around – people worked hard, they fought to turn around their neighborhoods and protect their neighborhoods. They fought for safer neighborhoods. A lot of people in this room remember what this city was like 20, 30, 40 years ago and how much persistence it took to create a safer city, to create a city where there are more jobs. 

All of the things that we now recognize as normal sure as hell were not normal in the 1970’s and the 1980’s. So, our success is something to be proud of as a city, but it came with a price, it came with a challenge, which is – we couldn’t let it flip the other way where this became an exclusive city or a gated community. It has always worked – the beauty of New York City is it’s always worked because it was a place for everyone. Down through our history, people from all corners of the world, people who grew up here, and struggled and strived – and that’s what made us great. And literally, for the first time ever, that was threatened just in these last years as the price of everything went up and to see that more and more of our city was in the hands of fewer and fewer people. 

What you did today proves there is another way forward – there’s an equitable way forward, there’s a people’s way forward, there’s a community and neighborhood way forward. We haven’t lost the things that made us great. We have to approach it differently. We need a vision for these times. And here, in this neighborhood, you’ve proved that that vision could come true. 

I am here to celebrate your victory and I look forward to the day when we romp together on the new [inaudible].

[Cheers]
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