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The Story of Our School Beautification Effort

PS 46K is a Title I Elementary School in Brooklyn's Fort Greene Community. Although our school
and neighborhoed are “coming up”, we have noticed very little Knowledge of the 3 R's - Reduce,
Reuse and Recytle - in our neighborhood, We decided to take care of this by using our creative
talents,  Ms, Jean-Jacques and Ms. Conard helsed us by teaching us to see old “junk” in a new

way.

We began by studying the work of artists Louis Nevelson, Bette and Alison Saar, Leo Sewell and
Julian Schnabel, who all use recycled "found objects”. \We researched further. We found out that
recycled materials are an important part of many cultures. People from these cultures often see
treasure where richer cultures see refuse.

We discovered that there (s a whole genre of mosaic art - pique assiette, that is made {from
shards of broken objects. Our next step was to begin collecting small items that would normally be
thrown away for our own recycled art project

We made posters and told our families and neighbors about our plan. Some of our parents went
to Materials For the Arts to pick up donated recyclables for us.

We were finglly ready to begin! Our art teachers - Ms, Jean-Jagques and Ms. Conard showed us
how we could make mosaic tiles with old "junk” They seem even more beauliful then we ever
thought they would be. Next we thought about what areas of our school needed beautification.
We decided to hang the tlles in unusual places where visitors wouldn't expect to find art.

Dur bathreoms were so dull and drab before - now they are a conversation piece! Now everyone
is asking for more. We will continue fo bring items in and make trore tiles to brighten our whole
building and even our own homes. As we worked, we became more and more aware of what we
could do to reduce waste. We now collect scrap paper from the office to use as note and drawing
pads, \We used a Crayola Crayon Maker to recycle old broken crayons into new rainbow crayons.
We even took some discarded prints in the Technology Reom and created a collaged book with our
images. We learned so much about recycling. Junk will never look the sarme again,!
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TWO ARTISTS USING FOUND AND
RECYCLED OBIECTS



Betye and Allison Saar
Conjure Women of the Arts

Betye and Allison Saar are African American mother and
daughter artists using found materials and recycled
objects in their art. Betye is the mom working in Los
Angles and Allison is the daughter working in Brooklyn.

Betye Keeps objects intact in her assemblage works.
Allison is more likely to transform objects in her more

sculptural work

They call themselves “Conjure Women”. They create
magic and help us see the world differently.

Allison Saar




Alison Saar, “Topsy,”
paint/tar/mixed media on wood, Alison Saar, "Topsy Turvey,”
485 x 6 x 12°, 1998 mixed media, 1998,

Betye Saar Betye Saar
Brides of Bendage Mixed Media Assemblage
Mixed Media Assemblage



UNDERSTANDING THE PLACE OF RECYCLED MATERIALS IN AMERICAN ART
SEEN FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF BETYE AND ALLISON SAAR

Betye Saar’s assemblages are frequently based on objects brought tegether to make a staterment
about spiritudlity. Her ethnic heritage is African-American, Irish, Native American, Crecle German
and Scottish. She attempts to show the similarities across cultures and refuses to participate in
shows that are described as "black” or "women's” art. She creates a puzzle with her work and
invites the viewer to decode the purle.

Vocabulary Terms
assemblage--A three-dimensional collage created from a group of everyday objects, many
times pre-made and put together in a specific way.
decode--To transate an unknown idea, word, or image into an understandable idea or  image.
iconograph--The study of symbols and their meanings.symbol
text--Text can be written (word), visual (art), or ambient (body language); used fo communicate.
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Betye Saar, House of Ancient Memory, 1989 wood, paint, plastic, mirrers, embroid-ered
fabric, feathers, metal, glass perfume bottlespainted and lacquered wood table , 61 x 19 3/4 x 13-
/4 in.

“The House of Ancient Memoryis one of the series of mixed-media freestanding assemblages,



ELA LISTENING AND SPEAKING
QUESTIONS FOR THINKING ABOUT
RECYCLED AND FOUND OBJECT ART AND ARTISTS

Where do you think artists look for materials?

Many artists refuse to explain their work. They leave it up to the viewer to
interpret. Betye Saar draws diagrams and writes descriptions to explain
her work. Which method do you prefer? Would you rather make up your
own ideas about the meanings of artworks?

LANGUAGE ARTS/FAMILY LIFE ACTIVITY

A reporter asked Betye Saar how she raised three daughters and still
found time o make art. She replied, “What is the difference?” Is raising
children a creative activity? Name five ways raising children is or is not a
creative actmity.



(AP) — Naah Sylvester Purifoy, an

Mﬂcmﬁmﬂm sculptor of as-
| semblages made from found materi-
H als, perhaps best known for “66

Fli JOSHUA TREE, Calif, March 9

ignis Neon,' made with debris from
the 1965 Watts riots, died on Friday
aﬁreath[ﬂhume.ﬂewasﬂﬁ
Sheriff's deputies and firefighters
mmﬂaﬁmm Purifoy's home by
2 health aide who arrived at his
jhmsemdfumﬂitﬂl{edmhsmnke
said Chief Paul Summers of the San
| 4Bmaxdmn County Fire® Depart-
ment.

! Mr. Purifoy was dead in his wheel-

flchalr and it was believed he had

fa!]en asleep while smoking, a coro-

.,ner's office spokesman, Robert
Shafw said on Monday.

~ Mr. Puriioy dedicated a 25-acre

nscutnumgardanwmatmg

fmmmwﬁx.ﬁe erected a

I‘.acuia:rtﬂml&ynfmmlg art-

' using bowling balls; com-

i dlﬁ:uﬁedmols,wam-nutap-

) and other debris. He

_“You're probably poing to think
I'm cbsessed with toilets,” he told
The Desert Sun in Palm Springs in
1996. *But I'm not. They are free™

Known -as the father of the Los
Angeles black assemblage move-
ment, he created works from Watts
riot rubble in 1965 Long active in
civil rights he had been working on
the Watts Towers Art Center when
the riots began.

“He looked out and said, “Out of the
ashes, we can create something
new,’ " his friend Sue Welch said in
1008, j

In 1878 he was appointed to the
California Arts Council. He backed
efforts to bring art to prisons,
schools and soclal programs. He left
the council in 1987, Settling in the
Mojave Desert, he began 1o create
sculpture on a grand scale,

Hi= works, which sell from $150 to
$10,000, have been in the collections
of the Corcoran Gallery in Washing-
ton, the Whitney Museum in New

York and the California Afro-Ameri-
can Museurn.

He had no immediate survivors.

Noah Sylvester Purifoy, 86, Artist Who Used Debris of Watts Riot

i Moy
The artist Noah Sylvester Purifoy in Desert Hot Springs, Calif., in 200




RECYCLED AND FOUND OBJECT YOCABULARY

assemblage--A three-dimensiondl collage created from a group of everyday
objects, many times pre-made and put together in a specific way,
decode--To translate an unknown idea, word, or image into an
understandable idea or  image,

iconograph--The study of symbols and their meanings.symbol

text-~Text can be written (word), visual (art), or ambient (body language);
used to Communicate.
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sECOND GRADE CHARTING RESPONSES
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Place your old CRAYOLA crayons in a container
marked with your class ¥, and send them to Ms.
Jean-Jacques in room 322, and we will recycle
them for you!





















P.5.46 “Team-Up ta Llean-Up “ School Beautification Project

P.S. 46 students have been collecting small objects that might normally be
thrown away, and recycling them into these beautiful mosaic tiles. Please take a
moment to let us know how you feel about our work.

1. Did this artwork surprise yau ? Please tell us why
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2. Do you feel that the school environment is improved by this artwork?
3 Did it give you any ideas about how you might re-use objects that you
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P.5.48 “Team-Up to (lean-Up “ School Beautification Project

P.5. 46 students have been collecting small objects that might normally be
thrown away, and recycling them into these beautiful mosaic tiles. Please take a
moment to let us know how you feel about our work.

1. Did this artwork surprise you ? Please tell us why.
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2. Do you feel that the school environment is improved by this artwork?
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3 Did it give you any ideas about how you might re-use objects that you
u{aufd otherwise throw away? —— e 17 b e s
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RESPONSE TO ART

First drafts were written on recycled paper. The responses reflect
rethinking of waste and recycling by students. Students were able to
rethink their conceptual frameworks for waste, Additionally the task of
finding recyclables for art provided students with the chance to think about
what really makes a “good” artwork. Fifth graders asked Ms. Cherry our
pupil accounting secretary to give them her waste paper for first drafts and
sketching. Revisions were made with the help of classroom teachers and
word processed with the help of our technology instructor, Ms. Febos.



Mame Class

Do You Agree or Disagree?
Write An Essay Telling Why

Suppose an artist was walking down the street and saw a scrap of metal on the ground.
Suppose the artist took the scrap to the studio, mounts it on a piece of wood and signs it.
Is it art? Why or why not? What is the value of the artist's signature?




RESPONSE 7O ART
by
Kristina
class 5-330

I think that it is art because it was something to recycle, It is dlso recycling

materials that can be made into a big art sculpture or a little bit of an art
work,
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RESPONSE TO ART
by

Orfelina
class 5-330

I think trash can be art. We make great art because we think about what
we can use for art. We could use old bottle caps and old wire to make a
car or a motorcycle.
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RESPONSE TO ART
by
Yanira
class 5-330

I think it is art because it doesn't matter what materials you use to make
art as long as it looks beautiful. That's what makes art - beauty and
creativity!
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RESPONSE TO ART
by

Larry
class 6-330

T can respond to this art because you can see art and do art in different ways. Art is not just one thing.

You can make buildings. You can take pictures, photographs. Sometimes you can make a r*eviseld |
drawing. Sometimes you can put at together in different ways. You can do art like a star, Art is like d

feeling and exploration about how you feel about nature.
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