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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 4, 2016
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958

CITY HOSTS MUHAMMAD ALI TRIBUTE TONIGHT IN HARLEM

NEW YORK—At the direction of Mayor Bill de Blasio and First Lady Chirlane McCray, the City will project a tribute in lights to late boxing champion Muhammad Ali tonight at the intersection of West 125th Street and St. Nicholas Avenue in Harlem – the home of Ali’s cornerman Drew “Bundini” Brown, known for his famous limerick, “Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.”

The tribute will begin at sunset and be live streamed on Facebook. 

“Muhammad Ali was a champion, activist and the self-proclaimed Greatest,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio. “Throughout his life he lived up to that title again and again. Tonight, NYC comes together in the heart of Harlem to pay tribute to the man who never backed down from a fight in or outside the ring."

First Lady Chirlane McCray said, "Growing up I saw few Black people talking back to 'the man.' Muhammad Ali fearlessly fought injustice, and it cost him. He was a champion in and out of the ring. As Robert Kindred said, 'Rainbows are born of thunderstorms, and Muhammad Ali is both.' May the champion's light continue to guide us toward justice."

WHEN:          Saturday, June 4, 2016 
Beginning at sunset; approximately 8:20 PM to 12 AM. 

WHERE:       Intersection of West 125th Street and St. Nicholas Avenue 
New York, NY 10027

Artwork and projection provided by Brian Tovar and Sam Buntrock of IONIC Design Group; gear provided by BeSide Digital. 
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