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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 14, 2017
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO TOURS MARINERS HARBOR HOUSES AND MAKES AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THE CORNERSTONE PROGRAM

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Alright. Good morning, everybody. Good to be here at Mariners Harbor, and we’re here to talk today about how we can better serve –

Unknown: [Inaudible]

Mayor: Gotta move up. You’re getting signaled – just had a spontaneous feeling to move up. 

We’re here to talk about how we can better serve this community. One of the things that I’ve heard so much from Councilmember Debi Rose is the needs of all community members, but particularly young people, to have more options for recreation, for tutoring, for all the things that can enrich their lives and give them something positive to do. And this is a conversation that actually started last year, and, again, I always give you points for persistence – that you have raised many times that we have to do more around this development and that there were opportunities to use what we already had and build upon it to reach a lot more people.

So, I’m here to announced a $5.7 million investment and it will allow us to expand the current community center to a new facility at 22 Roxbury Street, just a short walk from here.

[Applause]

So, once again, this is proof that persistence is a virtue and good things happen if we stay at it. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues here – Michael Kelly, the general manager of the Housing Authority, who is going to make sure that this vision comes to fruition. I want to thank Andrew Miller from the department of Youth and Community Development that works with community organizations to make sure that we have great programming for residences, and, again, particular focus on giving our young people positive options. I want to of course thank Chief Delatorre, who has done outstanding work all over Staten Island and knows the importance of programs that give youth positive options. And I want to thank Kiko Charles, President of the Mariners Harbor Residents Association. Thank you.

[Applause]

We’re going to get to work on this project right away. It will take a couple of years to be done, but, when it is done, there will be 5,000 total square feet of community space between the two facilities. It will allow us to provide services at any given time for an additional 150 residents of these developments and the community – that’ll more than double the existing capacity. 

And it means something very personal to folks who live here. We have had programs here, like the Cornerstone program – you see the great sign there for that – we’ve had opportunities for residents and, particularly, again, for youth, but we haven’t had enough. We’ve had to do more. And when we provide the amount that’s needed, here’s what it means in human terms – for parents, it means they know their kids have a safe place to be, they know they have a place where they can get that tutoring and that homework help, or recreation programs, or cultural programs that really improve their lives, improve their education. And it gives parents peace of mind, it really does, when you know there’s a positive alternative for your children. 

So, what you’ll see as these facilities are fixed up – you go in at any given point, you’ll find kids working on their homework, you’ll find mentors and tutors providing them help. There’s been a great flag-football league going on – that’ll get to expand – and other sports as well. And we really believe this will help the Mariners Harbor community in general. It’ll be good for people of all ages.

So, you know, this is an example of why this week was important in real, practical terms – because when you spend, focus time somewhere, it allows us to get the solutions. And we met earlier in the week – Debi reminded me we’ve had this conversation in the past. We had actually started to try and figure out the cost, the logistics and all, but in the rush of so many things, we didn’t get to a final answer. But Debi said, c’mon, you’re here, let’s focus, let’s get this done. We got on the phone with OMB, with NYCHA, and, literally in the course of the last few days, we realized this is something we could do and it was going to be a great thing for the community.

So, I’m very proud to make that announcement. And now, I’d like you to hear from our elected officials, starting with Councilmember Debi Rose. 

[Applause]
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