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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: January 7, 2019
CONTACT: pressoffice@cityhall.nyc.gov, (212) 788-2958
 
TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO, FIRE COMMISSIONER NIGRO HOLD MEDIA AVAILABILITY 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: It's a very sad night here in our city. This is particularly painful because we've lost a young man, serving our city as a firefighter – Firefighter Steven Pollard, just 30 years old, just started out, only a year and a half as a member of the FDNY. And Commissioner Nigro and I just came from visiting the family. They're devastated. But what makes this even more painful is this a family that has served our city for decades. Firefighter Pollard’s dad was a longtime member of the FDNY, his brother’s a member of the FDNY. This is a family that has done so much for New York City and now they're going through this loss of this pain. And it’s a very, very tough situation. Commissioner Nigro will talk to you about what happened tonight, how we lost this young man. I just want to say he devoted his life to the people of our city like his brother, like his dad, he was trying to do such a good and important thing and it's just really painful to see him as we did in the hospital, to see such a young man.
I want to thank all the firefighters, all the EMTs, who tried so valiantly to save him – all the personnel here at Kings County Hospital who did everything they could. Just a very, very tough loss – Commissioner Nigro.
Fire Commissioner Daniel Nigro: Thank you Mayor. It is an incredibly sad night for the Pollard family and for the Fire Department family and for our city. One and a half years on the job, Steven Pollard, had just starting out, to end his life in the process of helping others. He's assigned to Ladder Company 170 in Brooklyn – approximately 10 o'clock they will called to the Belt Parkway right near the, just East of Flatbush. It was a two car accident there with injuries – as they were going to help them, the victims, at that accident, Firefighter Pollard slipped through a gap in that roadway and fell to the ground, approximately 52 feet below. He was pronounced this evening right here at this hospital. It's a terrible loss for the department, to lose a member just at the beginning of his career like this is devastating to us.
He is the 1,151st member of the Bravest to give his life in the service of the people of this city. As his family mourns him, the department mourns him, and certainly the citizens of our city mourn him and all we can do as a department is a stand beside the family and give them whatever support we can, stand beside the members of his unit at this difficult time for them. And ask, for the prayers of everyone in the city for the Pollard family, for his retired firefighter, Ray Pollard, for his brother Ray Jr, and for their mom, and the rest of their extended family for this terrible loss.
Unknown: We will take one or two questions.
Question: Can you just explain the job? What – was a car accident on the –
Commissioner Nigro: It was a multiple car accident on the westbound side of the Belt Parkway. One car flipped over, two seriously injured males in one of the vehicles, the members of 170 had responded in the opposite direction, on the eastbound side and needed to cross over the roadway to assist the injured motorist. And then in the process of crossing over Steven fell to the ground below. 
Question: We were hearing that ice may have been a factor, is that something that came up?
Commissioner Nigro: That's possibly a factor in the initial, the accident that they were responding to, yes.
Question: Is it natural, does the bridge naturally have that gap or is from the construction? 
Commissioner Nigro: Well it's, it's all being investigated now on the scene so we'll know a little more about it, but there is a gap approximately two and a half to three feet.
Question: Do we know if that has anything to do with the construction on that Mill Basin Bridge?
Commissioner Nigro: There is construction in that area. So we will find out what if, if at all, if that was a factor.
Question: How many years did his father, was his father a firefighter?
Commissioner Nigro: His father, I believe served 30 years, but I am not sure of that. We'll have that information.
Unknown: All right. Thank you very much.
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