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Why a Street Design Manual?
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Short-Term projects

Chelsea Plaza (Manhattan)



Short-Term projects

Pearl Street Plaza, DUMBO (Brooklyn)



Short-Term projects

9th Avenue (Manhattan)



Short-Term projects

Grand Army Plaza (Brooklyn)



Short-Term projects

Green Light for Midtown (Manhattan)



Short-Term projects

Summer Streets / Weekend Walks (Bronx)



Capital projects

Short-Term (Operational)
vs.

Long-Term (Capital)
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Capital projects
So many stakeholders!

Street Trees & 
GreenStreets: Parks

Sewers & Drains: DEP

Final Design, Agency Alignment 
& Construction: DDC

Utilities: Various private 
companies & contractors

Street Planning, Scope Design, 
Operations & Maintenance: DOT

(Some) Street Design & 
Construction: EDC

Special Furniture 
& Upkeep: BIDs

Vaults & some 
Sidewalks: DOB

Other Reviews & Approvals: Art Commission, Landmarks, OMB

Street Cleaning: DOS

Land Use & Urban Design: DCP



Capital projects
How do we maximize the impact?
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Capital projects
DDC & EDC 5-year Programs



NYC’s Approach
New York City Street Design Manual

Comprehensive blueprint for
safer, greener, livable streets
Contains policies, guidelines
& reference information
To be used as guide for all
Capital Projects

DOT, EDC, DEP, etc
Large private developments



NYC’s Approach
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NYC’s Approach

Planning, 
Engineering & 

Design
Consultants

Government 
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Content
Introduction/Policy

Chapter 1: Using the Manual

Chapter 2: Geometry

Chapter 3: Materials

Guidelines for incorporating the Manual 
into the design process.

A “toolbox” of geometric street treatments 
to enhance safety, mobility and 
sustainability.

Specific materials with recommendations 
for use and references to appropriate 
specifications.

Chapter 4: Lighting
Street and pedestrian lights that meet 
energy-efficiency, technical, and visual 
quality criteria.

Chapter 5: Furniture
Freestanding elements that are part of 
NYC DOT’s coordinated street furniture 
franchise and site furnishings used by 
other agencies.

Glossary

Appendix A:
Design Review Cover Sheet

Appendix B:
Guide to Jurisdictions

Appendix C:
Citations

Appendix D:
DOT Design Review Process

Index

Definitions of frequently used terms and 
abbreviations.

A project summary to accompany 
submission of project designs to NYC 
DOT and other agencies for review.

Agency responsibilities for particular 
street operations and infrastructure.

Reference to laws, regulations, and 
reference sources.

A summary of NYC DOT’s streamlined 
design review process.



Content



Content



Content



Approvals – OMB
Standards needed updating

Limited view of role of streets
2 categories of elements – all or nothing
Best practices not “standard” elements

Extended approval times

DOT OMB

Standards – CAS-HW1
Standard 
Elements Amenities

Then



Approvals – OMB
New standards & streamlined review

3 categories of elements & levels of approval
Includes current best practices

Can update framework as practices evolve
Collaborative dynamic

DOT OMB

Standards – CAS-HW2

Class 1 
Elements

Class 2 
Elements

Class 3 
Elements

Now



Approvals – PDC
No specific standards
Difficult to anticipate preferences
Adds significant time to projects

DOT PDC

No Standards

Then



Approvals – PDC
SDM creates common playbook
Should streamline approvals going forward
More collaborative dynamic

DOT PDC
Now



In Summary
NYC’s strategy:

Fast: Quickly developed a product that 
can be refined going forward

A basis for discussion
Simple: No legislative/regulatory actions 
were required

Downside: Less “teeth”
Accessible:

Readable & attractive
Usable by a broad range of stakeholders



In Summary
NYC’s strategy:

Flexible:
Development process: Stakeholders
shaped format and content of final product

Guidelines: Not standards; not prescriptive

Implementation: Determining best
mechanisms as we go based on experience
& feedback



Partner Agencies
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www.nyc.gov/streetdesignmanual
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