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As 2017 begins, we look ahead 
to some of the programs that 
continue to help New Yorkers 
contribute zero waste to landfills 
by 2030.

Starting today, DSNY will collect 
clean Christmas trees left 
at the curb through Saturday, 
January 14. Trees are chipped, 
mixed with leaves, and recycled 

into rich compost for NYC’s parks, institutions and community 
gardens. Christmas tree collection complements our curbside 
organics collection program and food scrap drop-offs, which 
add beneficial compost to the City’s greening projects and 
reduce waste sent to landfills. And with the addition of Q11 
and Stuyvesant Town, we are now the largest organics 
collection program in the United States! We look forward 
to adding new neighborhoods and new collection routes to 
DSNY’s organics collection program in 2017.

Did you receive shiny new electronics for the holidays? We 
offer many ways to recycle your old ones! Because heavy 
metals are used to produce electronic equipment, it’s illegal to 
discard electronics with other garbage under New York State 
law. In Staten Island, we recently launched our e-waste pick-
up program where Staten Islanders can make appointments 
to have Sanitation Workers collect and recycle their unwanted 

TVs, computers, and other electronics. Don’t live in Staten 
Island? New Yorkers can recycle electronics from home with 
our e-cycle program. NYC apartment buildings with 10 or 
more units can sign up for this free and convenient recycling 
collection service. With e-cycleNYC, electronics are recycled 
domestically using the strictest industry and environmental 
standards available. And did you know? Special waste 
drop-off sites in every borough take electronics for recycling. 
We’re trying to make it as easy as possible for New Yorkers to 
recycle their electronics in 2017 and beyond.

We also recently launched donateNYC, an online tool to 
help NYC residents, businesses, and nonprofits more easily 
connect and exchange donated goods, like clothes, furniture 
and other household items. By donating and reusing goods 
instead of discarding them, New Yorkers greatly reduce 
waste, conserve energy and resources, save money and help 
provide jobs and human services for New Yorkers in need. 
An essential part of NYC’s 0X30 initiative, donateNYC also 
provides vital support for NYC’s reuse community, helping 
nonprofit organizations and local reuse businesses increase 
and promote their reuse efforts. In 2017, we will continue to 
urge all New Yorkers to donate, rather than discard, unused 
goods to New Yorkers who may want or need them.

In 2017, we look forward to reducing more waste to landfills, 
and getting closer to our zero waste goals. With the help of all 
New Yorkers, including you, we are well on our way.

From the Commissioner

Last fall, DSNY hit Fashion Week by storm with an event held by Fashion Designer Heron Preston, who took our worn, 
decommissioned uniforms and transformed them into high fashion. The Fashion Week fundraising event helped launch the 
Foundation for New York’s Strongest, whose goal is to promote Sanitation Workers’ dignity and commitment, while also supporting 
the Department’s environmental goals. Not only did the Fashion Week event raise money for the Foundation, but Vogue magazine 
contacted us to feature two of New York’s Strongest in a fashion spread in their January issue. High fashion, indeed!

Trashionistas!
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Every year, the men and women of BK17 
donate toys to the Flatlands Family 
Residence Shelter in Brooklyn. This year, 
they collected more than 200 toys for the 150 
residents. Retired General Superintendent 
Rashid Smith even dressed up as Santa 
Claus to hand out presents!

Wedding Bells!
Marissa Sciascia, an auto mechanic in 
Queens’ Support Services, got engaged 
on December 11! Marisa met her fiancé 
Chris on a blind date. He proposed 
alongside both their families on the 
Brooklyn Bridge! A June 2018 wedding 
is planned.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that drowsy driving 
was responsible for 72,000 crashes, 44,000 injuries, and 800 deaths in 2013. 
Drowsiness usually occurs when a driver has not slept enough, but it’s also caused 
by untreated sleep disorders, medications, drinking alcohol, or shift work. Improve 
sleep habits and prevent drowsiness by:

•	 Getting enough natural light during the day to maintain a healthy sleep-
wake cycle.

•	 Establishing a regular, relaxing bedtime routine.
•	 Avoiding stimulants such as caffeine, nicotine, and alcohol close to bedtime.

For more information, call the HCF at (212) 437-4457 or visit www.cdc.gov/
features/dsdrowsydriving/

Sanitation Worker Joseph Falleti of 
Staten Island 1 visited his daughter’s 
class for Career Day, and the kids were 
excited to get DSNY swag!

The Department of Homeless Services 
(DHS) will conduct its annual Homeless 
Outreach Population Estimate (HOPE) 
count on Monday, January 23 from 10pm 
to 4am. DHS is requesting 3,000 volunteers 
to help canvass parks, subways, and other 
public spaces to estimate the number of 
homeless people in order to help them 
move off the streets to a more stable 
environment. To register, visit www.nyc.
gov/hope or CityShare. Or contact HOPE 
team at hope@dhs.nyc.gov.
 

Welcome Emberlee!
General Superintendent Victor Alvelo 
from Bronx Borough welcomed a 
granddaughter to the family. Emberlee 
Marie Coulter was born on November 
3rd and weighed in at 7 pounds, 11 
ounces.

Doing Good and 
Doing Well

DSNY Family

Health Care Corner

Our own Columbia Association was honored to work with the Community 
Mayors, helping to distribute toys to kids as part of Operation Santa Claus. 
The program, which began in 1875, brings holiday cheer and entertainment to 
children with special needs. The event took place at JFK Airport on December 
9th in a hanger large enough to accommodate nearly 4,000 children and their 
families.

Community Mayors
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The Social Scene

Good to Know
You can now get your 2016 W-2 tax form electronically instead of a paper copy. Just log-in to your NYCAPS Employee Self-
Service account and choose the paperless option before January 6.

Have a story to share? Tell us at TrashTalk@dsny.nyc.gov.


