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TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO DELIVERS REMARKS AT INDIA DAY PARADE

Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you so much. It is an honor to be here to celebrate the extraordinary contributions of the Indian-American community to this city.

So, I want to say, first of all it’s a day to be proud of all that Indian-Americans have done to make New York City great. Thank you, everyone. Thank you for your great contributions.

[Applause]

I want to thank the Federation of Indian Associations. 

[Cheering]

And I want to thank all the distinguished guests who are here – leaders from all over the tri-state area who have come here today to celebrate. Let’s give a big round of applause to all the leaders of the community who are here.

[Applause]

And also two elected officials are here who have been strong supporters of this community in so many ways. Let’s thank Assembly Member David Weprin –

[Applause]

And Council Member Danny Dromm.

[Applause]

Now, my friends, this is a day we appreciate – we appreciate what people do for this city. Regardless of what they look like, regardless of what language they speak, regardless of where they are born, everyone here contributes to making New York City better and making America stronger. That’s what we’re here to celebrate today.

[Applause]

And in New York City we are proud to be a city for everyone. Now, look, we all have heard over the last year a lot of painful rhetoric, a lot of divisive rhetoric. It’s still coming out of Washington D.C.

I always remind people, here in New York City, we have values we stand by. We are a city for everyone. We respect everyone.

[Applause]

And by the way whenever you hear voices of hate speaking against immigrants, saying that somehow immigrants make us less safe, saying that immigrants take away jobs, tell them to come here to New York City. We have the strongest economy we’ve ever had. 

[Cheering]

We are the safest big city in America.

[Applause]

We have the most immigrants in New York City today than we’ve had in 100 years and we’re also stronger than we’ve ever been because there’s something for everyone here. By people coming here from all the nations of the world, they make us stronger and everyone benefits together. That’s what we believe in, in New York City.

[Applause]

My friends, I want to thank you. I want to thank you for celebrating and retaining your pride in your extraordinary origin. India means so much to the world today – one of the leading nations of the world and having such a big impact all over the world.

[Applause]

And we stand by India, united in a Democratic tradition, united in a pluralist tradition. Two great nations, America and India, showing the world that democracy works for everyone. 

My friends, I want to now have the great honor as Mayor of this great city on behalf of all eight-and-a-half million New Yorkers, I want to present a proclamation to the leadership of this parade. And I want – here it comes.

I want to declare, formally – I want to declare today, Sunday, August 20th, 2017 in the City of New York as New York City India Day Parade Day. 

[Applause]

Congratulations to all. Let’s celebrate. 

[Applause]
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