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ThHE CiTYy ©F NEw YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
New YoaK, N.Y. 100067

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 23

Junc 10, 1998
MAYOR' 5 INVESTIGATORY COMMISEION OM SCHOOL SAFETY

WHEREAS, the safety and well-being of tho children in the
public schools of Lhe City arve of peramount importance; and

WHEREAS, at the same time that the number of reported
crimes in major urime categories has declined threughout the City,
the Mew York City schuols have continued Lo experience an alorming
incidence of crime and Jisciplinery proplems involving =tudenks,
teachers and schoel property, inclulding the use and possession of
deadly weapons and other serious offenses; aid

WHEREAYS, recent incidents invelving alleged criminal
activity and other misconduct by school safety Officers have callsd
inte guestion the adeguacy of the policies, practices and
procedures governing hiring, training, supervision and discipline
in the Division of School Safety; and
WHEREXAS, guestions have been raised as to the adeguacy Of

the Division of School Satety’s repurting on the level Oof criminal

activity and other misconduct in the City's scnools; and




LEP COunselL COLES Fax:212-753-304 Jun 12 95 14:09 P.iasGY

WHEREAS, the Mayor, as Chief Executive Officer of the
City, wants to ensure that the welfare of the City's children is

protected to the fullest extent possible; and

WHEREAS, 1t is necessary'tU“eﬁﬁablish~a~CommissiQu.LQwux.“,,,

investigate promptly the effectiveness and adequacy of the present
systen employed by the Board of Education to provide for school
safety, and in order to carry out such review, it is necessary that
the Ccmmission have the ability %o investigate and gather
information to the fullest extent possible, including the ability
to request the Comnissioner of TInvestigation to issue subpoenas
where nec&ssary;

NOW, THEREFORE, by the power vested in me as Mayor of the
Ccity of New York, it hereby is ordered that:

Section 1. Establishment Qf Investigatory Commigsion.

There hereby is established an Investigatory Commission
on School Safety (the “commission” ), which shall consist of five
membars appointed by the Mayor, who shall be residents of the City
of New York or shall maintain a place of business in the City of
New York. Each of the memkexs shall serve without compensation.
mhe Mayor shall appoint a Chairperson from among the members.

Section 2. Powers and Duties.

a. The Commission shall investigate the actual level of

criminal activity and other misconduct in the City’s schools, and

further ghall investigate the adequacy of the existing
organization. practices, and policies of the school safety

operations of the City School District, including the Division of

Sehool Safety of the Boavrd of Education, in maintaining safely in
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the City’s schools. Such inguiry shall include, but not be limited

to, an investigation of:
(1) the guality of the standards implemented for the

hiring_pf_sqhool safety Officers, including recruitment programs,

screening, and employment criteria;

(2) the gquality of ‘the training of School Safety
Officers, including off-site and on-the-job training;

(3) the quality of supervision of School Safety Officers;

(4) +the guality of the policies and practices of the
Division of Schocl B3afety governing discipline of School Safety
nfficers, and other matters relating to integrity and corruption
prevention;

(5) the methods of deployment of School Safety Officers
withkin the school system;

{6) the allocation ol persconnel and cther resources to
the Division of School Safety;

(7) the adeqguacy and accuracy of methods used to report
criminal and other incidents in the schools; and

(8) the coordination of Ffunctions and other forms of
cooperation between and amonyg the Division of School Safety, the
police Department and other law enforcement agencies.

b. The Commission shall promptly report the results of
its investigation te the Mayor and shall make such recommendations
as it deems appropriate regarding changes 1in organization,
practices, policles or procedures which will provide for stronger

arnd more effective safeguards against crime and other disruptive

conduct in the public schools.
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C. In carrying nut its mandate, the Commission may hold

public hearings, and shall obtain all information and data

necessary to prepare the report required by gsubdivision (b) of this

section, including information from (1) the City School District,

including the Board of Education, the Chancellor, the Community
School ﬁoafds, the Community Superintendents, the Division of
School Safety, and any other officer or employee of the school
district, (2) ihe Police Department, and (3) any other law
enforcement agencies having knowledge or information about school
safety issues generally or with respect to specitfic cases, to the
extent allowable by law.

d. The Commission is authorized to employ an Executive
Director and other appropriate staff sufficient to carry out its
mandate, and may also retain consultants and counsel to provide
assistance in the performarce of its duties, within available
appropriations.

e. The investigations degcribed in subdivision (a) of

this sectiom may include the 1issuance of subpoenas by the

Department of Investigation in accordance with such Department' s
powers pursuant to Chapter 34 of the City Charter, to the extent
that the Department determines is appropriate. '

f. The Commission is empowered to act by a majority

vote of its members.

Section 3. Agency Assigtance and Cooperation. All City

agencies, including the Office of Management and Budget, the Office

of Operations, the Police Department, the Department of

Investigation, the Department of Juvenile Justice, and the Law
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Department, shall cooperate wn providing te the Commigsion such
personnel, facilities, information and other assistance as is
necessary and reguired by the Commissicn Gto carry out its

responsibilities.

Section 4. Effective Date. This Order shall take effect

jmmediately.

{ Rudolph W. GAu
Mayor




