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RUSH TRANSCRIPT: MAYOR DE BLASIO AND FIRE COMMISSIONER NIGRO DELIVER REMARKS AT THE ANNUAL FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
 
Mayor Bill de Blasio: Thank you, Captain Guerra.
 
For all of us up here it’s a humbling moment. It’s humbling to stand before the men and women who serve us in the FDNY today, but it’s even more humbling to stand before the families who have lost their loved ones helping this city, protecting the people of this city, serving those in great danger. And I just want to express my solidarity with these families here today.
 
We can only begin to understand the pain that you’ve been through, but we honor you and we also can attest with great compassion and sincerity that the FDNY, and all of New York City, stands by families throughout their lives.
 
This is one of the powerful traditions, one of the commitments we make – that we stand by families, we stand by every member of the family, and we understand that your loss is deep, and great, and lasting and therefore our support for you needs to be deep, and great, and lasting.
 
We’re here in front of an image on the memorial behind us – an image of a horse-drawn carriage. It reminds us that this extraordinary department has been saving the lives of New Yorkers for 151 years.
 
You could imagine over 151 years all of the different people who served and all the different times, and yet there’s an extraordinary commonality – the same impulse to serve others, the same courage, the same willingness to do what every-day people wouldn’t have the bravery to do.
 
That selflessness marks members of the FDNY over generations and generations.
 
The people of this city know it. The people of the city have a tremendous confidence and appreciation for the men and women of the FDNY, that they know when they’re in harm’s way they will hear that siren that means help is on the way. They will see that uniform, that helping hand. People know it. They depend on it. They believe in it.
 
In a complicated society, one of the things that people actually can anchor their belief in is that the FDNY will always be there for them. They know the members, to the last man and woman, have committed themselves to facing danger no matter what the cost. They know that that is a guarantee.
 
And it makes us feel safe and it makes us feel secure and it gives us faith. And it gives us pride in this department. And this department gives us pride in our city.
 
We are especially proud when we show the rest our country, the rest of our world the greatness of the men and women of the FDNY.
 
We saw it in the last few days in North Carolina where one of our rescue teams there in the midst of a place they had never been before, in the midst of Hurricane Matthew, helped to save hundreds – hundreds of people, including a family trapped on the top of a car as the flood waters started to gather around them. A family that would have had no other chance but for members of the FDNY that were there for them.
 
That kind of commitment is extraordinary and it makes this department beloved.
 
Today, we remember that there is such a painful side to this work, that we have lost five good people – five exemplary people in the last year.
 
Firefighter Jeff Wallen; EMS Lieutenant Joann Restko; EMS Captain Timothy Roberts; EMT Robert Schaal.
 
And, just a few weeks ago, Deputy Chief Michael Fahy gave his life in the line of duty. Chief Fahy became the 1,145th firefighter to perish while serving this city over the last 151 years. And when we think of Chief Fahy, and those we lost this year, and those we lost in years before, of course, we know they’re heroes, but we should remember they are also examples that human beings can live up to their highest ideals.
 
We not only will never forget them, we need to actively try to be, in everything we do, as good as them because they served their families, they served their city, they served their country, and, in fact, that service will not end. Their example is so strong.
 
The ancient Greek statesman, Pericles, once said that the legacy of heroes isn’t just what’s engraved on the stone monuments. He said, “The unwritten memorial which lives in individual hearts is the remembrance of their spirit.”
 
We’re here before a physical monument, but we know that that unwritten memorial will be a part of every one of us, and it will inspire us forever.
 
On behalf of eight-and-a-half million New Yorkers, I want to thank all the members of the FDNY who are here today, members present and members past, for all they’ve done for this city.
 
I want to thank you for your service and your courage.
 
And to the families – we mourn with you and we will stand by you.
 
God bless you all.
 
[Applause]
 
Captain Mark Guerra: Thank you, Mayor de Blasio. It is now my pleasure to introduce our Fire Commissioner, Daniel Nigro.
 
[Applause]
 
FDNY Commissioner Daniel Nigro: Two weeks ago, for the 1,145th time, a member of the FDNY made the supreme sacrifice. Our department lost a rising star in Deputy Chief Michael Fahy, a special individual who would have undoubtedly led others for many years.
 
The FDNY family suffered greatly – a battalion lost an important and well-respected leader, and his entire fire house lost a mentor and a friend. But that tremendous pain and loss we all felt, and still feel at this very moment, it still pales in comparison to the loss felt by his family, his wife, children, parents, and siblings who were always with him in his heart both on-duty and off.
 
That day, dozens of our members raced to the hospital to be there for him, to attempt in some way to console his grieving family, and to show our collective support for a fallen member of our family. We pick each other up, we offer that shoulder to cry on, and we stand side by side in solidarity always.
 
We gather to mourn, to celebrate a life of service, and to pledge to never forget. This is quite simply what we do in this department.
 
These traditions define the FDNY as much as our acts of bravery. And those traditions repeat themselves once again this morning, here, on Riverside Drive as they have for generations.
 
More than a century ago, this monument was created by the people of a grateful city, built from small donations made by big hearts.
 
This monument was built because of the bravery and courage exuded by our members and the sacrifices made by so many who have worn the FDNY uniform then, now, and for generations to come.
 
Like this monument, our department has always endured. It is has withstood the harshest elements. We have withstood unimaginable tragedy and loss. And for more than 100 years, we have gathered here before this monument to pay our respects to all those taken from us far too soon.
 
We always remember the men and women of this department never for how they died, always for the extraordinary way in which they lived.
 
Their names adorn the walls of our firehouses and EMS stations, becoming part of the very fabric of what it means to serve in the FDNY.
 
Our brothers and sisters are honored here on our Memorial Day because they made a solemn oath to protect others in our city no matter the cost. They trained and prepared everyday so that others would live. They went above and beyond fighting fires, providing urgent medical care, and teaching countless others to perform that same noble work just as others had done for them.
 
Deputy Chief Michael Fahy; Captain Timothy Roberts; Lieutenant Joann Restko; EMT Ronald Schaal; Firefighter Jeffrey Wallen.
 
The families of these five members epitomize strength and they are an inspiration to all of us. We will always remember your loved ones in our hearts and here, every year, at our memorial.
 
May God bless the memory of every FDNY member who has died in the line of duty, who is battling illness, and all those members of the FDNY who we lost this past year.
 
And may God continue to bless the FDNY.
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