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Spotlight on: Civic Education
By Julia Robbins, Deputy Librarian, Municipal Library

In her November 19, 1924 newsletter, Rebecca Rankin highlighted a new
Handbook of the Visual Instruction Association of America, which she suggested
for those interested in the subject of the use of the motion picture in civic
education. Anyone who has referenced the contents of our WNYC Archives
(https://wnyc.org/series/archives-preservation) is aware that NYC government
produced a number of films about City government matters:
https://nycrecords.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/SO_1f1f7054-9894-
405b-9a0e-e2bf97970ee6/.

And the December 3, 1924 newsletter highlighted resources relating to new City
maps, water pollution and traffic congestion. Sound familiar?

https://wnyc.org/series/archives-preservation
https://nycrecords.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/SO_1f1f7054-9894-405b-9a0e-e2bf97970ee6/
https://nycrecords.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/SO_1f1f7054-9894-405b-9a0e-e2bf97970ee6/
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Here are some new City publications about the same issues, all accessible in
our Government Publications Portal or on the Department of Records and
Information Services webpage.



Department of Records - Municipal Library Notes - December 2024

https://nyc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?
appid=7c667aa2fa224684962cac5fa10ec0fd

https://nyc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=7c667aa2fa224684962cac5fa10ec0fd
https://nyc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=7c667aa2fa224684962cac5fa10ec0fd
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https://a860-
gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/m613n2210?
locale=en

https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/m613n2210?locale=en
https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/m613n2210?locale=en
https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/m613n2210?locale=en
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https://a860-
gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/qn59q7502?locale=en

https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/qn59q7502?locale=en
https://a860-gpp.nyc.gov/concern/nyc_government_publications/qn59q7502?locale=en
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Support NYC History
A thriving city is built on understanding its past.
Giving Tuesday has passed but you can still make a tax-deductible donation to
support the work of the Archives and Library by giving to the New York Archival
Society. We invite you to join the NYC Department of Records and Information
Services (DORIS) in preserving and sharing the stories that shape our city.

Your support can make a lasting impact.

Preserve NYC's History through digitization and conservation of invaluable
records.
Offer Educational Opportunities that inspire the next generation of
historians, artists, and engaged residents.
Provide Free Public Programming to connect all New Yorkers with their
city's rich past.

Ways to Support:

Make a Donation: Your gift fuels innovation at the Municipal Archives and
Library, from digitizing historic records to creating impactful internship
programs.
Adopt New York's Past: Help preserve NYC's unique history by supporting
the conservation of archival treasures, including maps, drawings, and
documents.
Buy a Bond: Own a piece of history by purchasing an original NYC vintage
bond, signed by mayors like Fiorello LaGuardia or John Lindsay—a perfect
holiday gift!

Every gift makes a difference—thank you for being part of our story. Together, we
keep NYC’s stories alive for future generations.

Recent Highlights from DORIS:

NYC Honorary Street Names Map: Explore nearly 2,500 co-named streets
honoring icons and everyday heroes. Our new interactive map lets you
discover the remarkable New Yorkers who shaped our city
"100 Years of WNYC" at Photoville: We celebrated the centennial of
WNYC with an archival exhibit featuring historical photos, artwork, and

https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/historical-records/historical-records.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/exhibits-education/education.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/exhibits-education/events.page
https://newyorkarchivalsociety.org/contribute
https://newyorkarchivalsociety.org/adopt-new-yorks-past
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/historical-records/bonds-stocks-certificates.page
https://nyc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=7c667aa2fa224684962cac5fa10ec0fd
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audio recordings at the 13th annual Photoville Festival.
40+ Public Programs and Community Events: From Lunch & Learn
sessions and building tours to our first Trivia Night, DORIS hosted engaging
events connecting New Yorkers with their history.

Be Part of NYC’s Story

Your generosity helps us preserve the past, celebrate the present, and inspire the
future.

Make Your Gift Today!

Celebrate the season of giving by sharing a unique and unforgettable gift—the
story of an inspiring woman who has shaped your life. On Tuesday, December
10th, join the NYC Department of Records and Information Services (DORIS) for
a festive storytelling exchange as part of the WomensActivism.NYC project

RSVP HERE: https://on.nyc.gov/3Ba5OT7.

 Where: Our historic headquarters at 31 Chambers Street, Suite 103, NYC 10007

When:

Session 1: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Session 2: 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

What to Expect:

Sip on hot cocoa and nibble on holiday cookies in the cozy company of
fellow New Yorkers.
Share your memories of a woman who has deeply impacted your life—

https://newyorkarchivalsociety.org/contribute
https://on.nyc.gov/3Ba5OT7
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whether a family member, mentor, friend, or teacher.
Preserve her legacy by adding her story to the City's
WomensActivism.NYC digital archive, ensuring it inspires generations to
come.
Leave with a personalized gift certificate and a shareable link to her
story, perfect for spreading holiday cheer.

No writing experience needed! This live write-in event welcomes everyone—just bring
your stories and your holiday spirit.

Give a Story. Receive a Story. Preserve Her Story.
Join us as we write women into history and celebrate the power of community and
storytelling. Reserve your spot now!

WomensActivism.NYC is an open, crowd-sourced digital archive dedicated to
commemorating the anniversary of women’s suffrage in the United States. This
project celebrates the inspiring contributions of women by preserving their stories
and ensuring they are accessible for generations to come.

Our goal is to collect 10,000 stories of women who have made a difference, and
we are currently just 270 stories away from reaching this incredible milestone.
Your participation will help us make history by contributing to this vital collection.

This initiative is proudly led by the NYC Department of Records and
Information Services/Municipal Archives, demonstrating our commitment to
preserving and honoring the voices of women throughout history. Together, let’s
ensure their legacies live on.

https://www.womensactivism.nyc/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/index.page
https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/index.page
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WELCOME TO THE WORLD’S FAIR 1964-65

We recently opened a new exhibition the 1964-65 World’s Fair in the lobby at 31
Chambers Street. The exhibit uses the treasure trove of brochures, reports and
maps from the Municipal Library’s vertical file collection.

The “vertical files” contain new clippings, handouts, media releases, leaflets and
other documents that librarians compiled and stored in vertical file cabinets. The
files on the 1964-65 World’s Fair are extensive. File folders in alphabetical order
ranging from Accommodations to Women document both the 1939 and 1964
Fairs. The exhibit includes a small number of items from the Municipal Archives
and ephemera such as a Sinclair Oil dinosaur, which were donated to the
Archives.

The Fair was organized by Robert Moses, who headed the World’s Fair
Corporation. The theme was “Peace through Understanding” which many
commentators noted did not describe Moses’s approach to the event. Attendees
could visit pavilions from 80 countries, 24 states and 350 companies, trade
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associations and religious organizations. Among the favorites were Futurama,
sponsored by General Motors, the Women’s Pavilion sponsored by Clairol, and
The Vatican pavilion which displayed Michaelangelo’s marble sculpture, the Pieta,
along with modern religious art.

Remnants of the Fair still exist in Flushing Meadow Park including the Unisphere,
the New York State Pavilion, the Hall of Science and Industry, the NYC Pavilion,
now the home to the Queens Museum, the Terrace on the Park and the Marina,
which was constructed especially for the Fair.
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